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Commencement ProgramCommencement Marshals

Grand Marshal John L. Bixby, Ph.D. 
 Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine 

Alumni Association Banner Marshal Robert E. Chisholm, M.S. ’77 
 

Faculty Senate Marshal Shouraseni Sen Roy, Ph.D. 
 College of Arts and Sciences 

Academic Banner Marshals  

Graduate School Priyamvada Rai, Ph.D. 

School of Law Lili Levi, J.D.

School of Architecture Charles Bohl, Ph.D.

College of Arts and Sciences William A. Searcy, Ph.D.

Patti and Allan Herbert Business School Tallys Yunes, Ph.D.

School of Communication Samuel Terilli, J.D.

School of Education and Human Development Soyeon Ahn, Ph.D.

College of Engineering Ramin Moghaddass, Ph.D.

Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science Sharanya J. Majumdar, Ph.D.

Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine Alberto J. Caban-Martinez, D.O., Ph.D., M.P.H.

Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music Amanda Quist, D.M.A.

School of Nursing and Health Studies Karina Gattamorta, Ph.D.

Faculty Marshals
School of Architecture Wyn Bradley, M.Arch. 
 Veruska Vasconez, M.U.D.
 
College of Arts and Sciences Sylvia Daunert, Ph.D.
 Maria Galli Stampino, Ph.D.
 Kenneth J. Voss, Ph.D.

Patti and Allan Herbert Business School Michael French, Ph.D.
 Jeffrey Weinstock, M.B.A.
 
School of Communication Diane Millette, Ed.D.
 Weiting Tao, Ph.D.
 
School of Education and Human Development Kevin Jacobs, Ph.D.
 Walter Secada, Ph.D.
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College of Engineering  Hongtan Liu, Ph.D.
 Antonio Nanni, Ph.D.

Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science Brian J. Soden, Ph.D.

Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music Shannon de l’Etoile, Ph.D.
 Jennifer Grim, D.M.A.

School of Nursing and Health Studies Joseph De Santis, Ph.D.
 Shayne Hauglum, Ph.D.

 
Graduate School Hooders Craig Morris, M.M. 
 Lilian Yaffe, Ph.D.

Doctor of Nursing Practice Hooders   Cindy Foronda, Ph.D. 
 Nicole Gonzaga Gomez, D.N.P. 

School of Law Hooders  Caroline M. Bradley, LL.M.  
 Andrew Dawson, J.D. 
 

 
Alumni Marshals Donna S. Lundy, M.A. ’78, Ph.D. ’04 
 Cristina M. Gonzalez, B.S.C.E. ’80 
 Mark R. Cheskin, A.B. ’84, J.D. ’87 
 Al A. DiCalvo, B.S.E.E. ’87 
 Hedy Kloda Whitebook, B.B.A. ’87 
 Santiago A. Freire, B.B.A. ’90, M.B.A. ’92 
 Lance A. Harke, J.D. ’90 
 Ana M. Freire, A.B. ’94 
 Tanis E. Pérez, B.B.A. ’97, M.B.A. ’01  
 Jason P. Kairalla, B.B.A. ’98, M.B.A. ’02, J.D. ’02 
 Christine A. Gudaitis, J.D. ’01 
 Seyedmorteza Khatibmasjedi, M.S.C.E. ’13, Ph.D. ’16
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Academic Procession *  University of Miami Commencement Band 
  Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music

   University of Miami Fanfare Robert M. Carnochan, D.M.A. 
 David Lambert, D.M.A. ’05  Director of Wind Ensemble Activities 

 Pomp and Circumstance  Jeffrey P. Summers, M.M. 
 Edward Elgar Doctoral Conductor 
  Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music 

President’s Procession * 

 President’s Processional Fanfare – Toward Our New Century 
 Brian Balmages, M.M. ’00

 Pomp and Circumstance 
 Edward Elgar

Convocation Opening Jeffrey L. Duerk, Ph.D. 
  Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

The National Anthem * Talya Rene Feldman 
 The Star Spangled Banner Student, Vocal Performance 
 Francis Scott Key Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music 
 
Invocation * Father Phillip H. Tran, B.S. ’08 
  Catholic Chaplain for the University of Miami 
  St. Augustine Church and Catholic Student Center 

Welcome Julio Frenk, M.D., M.P.H., Ph.D. 
  President 
 
Presentation of Honorary Degree Recepient Johnny C. Taylor, Jr., B.S.C. ’89 
Arthur Schneier  Trustee 
Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa Board of Trustees   
 
Conferral of Honorary Degree  President Frenk

Advice to Graduates Arthur Schneier 
  Founder and President of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation 
  Senior Rabbi at Park East Synagogue in New York City

 

Commencement ProgramCommencement Program
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Conferral of Academic Degrees 

Graduate School Guillermo Prado, Ph.D., Dean 

School of Law Anthony E. Varona, J.D., LL.M., Dean

School of Architecture Rodolphe el-Khoury, Ph.D., Dean

College of Arts and Sciences Leonidas G. Bachas, Ph.D., Dean

Patti and Allan Herbert Business School John Quelch, Ph.D., Dean

School of Communication Karin Gwinn Wilkins, Ph.D., Dean

School of Education and Human Development Laura Kohn-Wood, Ph.D., Dean

College of Engineering Daniel Berg, Ph.D., Interim Dean

Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science Roni Avissar, Ph.D., Dean

Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine Carl Schulman, M.D., Ph.D., M.S.P.H.,   
 Executive Dean for Research

Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music Serona Elton, M.M. ’95, J.D., Associate Dean

School of Nursing and Health Studies Cindy L. Munro, Ph.D., Dean

Alumni Association Welcome John Calles, A.B. ’89, J.D. ’92 
 Director, University of Miami Alumni Association

Alma Mater * Jeffrey P. Summers, M.M.   
          William S. Lampe Doctoral Conductor 
          and Christine Asdurian Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music  

 Talya Rene Feldman 
 Student, Vocal Performance 
 Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music

 
Recessional University of Miami Commencement Band 
  Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music

 Man of the Hour  
 Miami March 
 The Crosley March 
 The Noble Men March 
 Henry Fillmore 

*Those who are able are asked to stand for these portions of the program. At the conclusion of the program, the audience will please remain 
standing until the platform party has left the Watsco Center. 

Commencement Program
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Commencement set was designed by Kristian A. Rodriguez, B.S.C. ’04, M.F.A. ’18, art director in University Communications. 

University of Miami Commencement Band

Conductor 
Jeffrey Summers

Flute 
Emily Bedard 
Aaron Rib 
Anjali Shinde

Oboe 
Emily Mendez 
Daniel Graber

Bassoon 
Melanie Ferrabone 
Gabrielle Hsu

Clarinet 
Zachary Dierickx 
Tina DiMeglio 
Claire Grellier 
Maydeleen Guiteau Pierre-Noel 
Shannon McDonald 
Patrick Prentice 
Garrett VanArsdale

Saxophone 
Frank Capoferri 
Ben Morris 
Joey Speranzo 
Nick Tobin

Trumpet 
Logan Butler 
Filip Czarkowski 
Kyle Elgarten 
Bobby Gallagher 
Connor Towns 
Mack Wood

Horn 
Emily Butler 
Peter McFarland 
Caiti Beth McKinney 
Brittaney Pertsas

Trombone 
Aden Brooks 
Cameron Daly 
Thomas McKee 
Gabriel Ramos

Euphonium 
Cassius Torres

Tuba 
Philip Beatty 
Ramon Garavito

Double Bass 
Dezmond Rodgers 

Percussion 
Katherine Fortunato 
Daniel Gerhardt 
Conor Mulford 
Guillermo Ospina
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He was just 8 years old when, like all members of Austria’s Jewish 
community, he became a pariah. After Nazi tanks rolled into Vienna in 
March of 1938, his Christian friends turned on him. He was banned 
from his school, the candy store, the park, and the cinema. 

Months after Arthur Schneier watched police and firemen stand by 
as rioters burned down his synagogue on Kristallnacht, the Night of 
Broken Glass, he and his widowed mother began a harrowing journey. 
They escaped to Budapest, Hungary, living in hiding through World 
War II, often separately and always in fear of capture and deportation 
to the death camps where his grandparents and 6 million other Jews, 
including 1.5 million children like him, perished. 

During those dark years, Schneier made a promise to God: If he 
survived the atrocities he witnessed, he vowed to dedicate his life to 
promoting peaceful coexistence of people of all faiths. Seventy-five 
years later, the founder and president of the Appeal of Conscience 
Foundation and the senior rabbi at New York City’s historic Park East 
Synagogue continues to fulfill his promise.

For his tireless and unrelenting advocacy on behalf of religious 
freedom, human rights, tolerance, and the resolution of ethnic and 
religious conflict around the world, Rabbi Arthur Schneier is receiving a 
Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa. 

Known as a rabbi/diplomat, he has spent his life traveling the world, 
meeting presidents and premiers, popes and grand muftis, communists 
and atheists, and people of all faiths, trying to ensure that religion is 
never used as a pretext for murder and oppression.

“God must have saved me for a reason,” Schneier has said. “I repay 
every day so that others do not have to suffer what I had to endure.”

After the Red Army liberated Budapest, Schneier returned to Vienna 
to finish school, and in 1947 emigrated to New York City, enrolling at 
Yeshiva University, which later established the Rabbi Arthur Schneier 
Program for International Affairs in his honor. He was ordained in 
1955, and in 1962 became the senior rabbi at Park East, a dwindling 
congregation where he soon founded the still-thriving Rabbi Arthur 
Schneier Park East Day School.

Through his decades of visionary leadership, the synagogue became 
a major center of religious educational life, inter-religious outreach, and 
social action, which blossomed in January 1965 when his concern over 
the growing persecution of Jews in the former Soviet Union compelled 
him to organize human-rights activists, politicians, and interfaith clergy 
for an “Appeal of Conscience” rally.

Intended to be a singular event, the protest galvanized such immense 
support that Schneier established the Appeal of Conscience Foundation 
(ACF) to harness the moral energy of a coalition of interfaith business 
and religious leaders. On behalf of religious freedom and human rights, 

he led 85 ACF missions to the former 
Soviet Union, China, Europe, the Middle 
East, and Latin America, strengthening 
people-to-people relations with the 
U.S. and winning the release of political 
prisoners in Argentina and Cuba. 

In 1994, during the Yugoslav 
conflict, the Catholic, Muslim, and 
Serbian religious leaders he brought 
to Switzerland for their first meeting 
adopted his signature statement, “A crime 
perpetrated in the name of religion is the 

greatest crime against religion.” In 1998, President Bill Clinton sent 
him to Beijing to meet with Chinese President Jiang Zemin for the U.S. 
and China’s first dialogue on religious freedom. 

In 2008, he hosted Pope Benedict XVI, the first pope to 
visit a U.S. synagogue, and the following year, he welcomed the 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, with whom he convened the 
first international conference of religious leaders from the Balkans, 
Caucuses, and Central Asia. 

In 2001, ACF helped sponsor the United Nations resolution on the 
protection of religious sites and, in the wake of the recent deadly attacks 
on houses of worship, served as a voice of conscience to stem the tide of 
all forms of xenophobia, anti-Semitism, and hatred.

A former U.S. alternate representative to the United Nations, chair 
of the U.S. Commission for the Preservation of America’s Heritage 
Abroad, and ambassador to the U.N. Alliance of Civilizations, Schneier 
is a vice president of the World Jewish Congress and a member of 
the Council on Foreign Relations and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Committee on Conscience.

He has received many honors over his lifetime, including the 
Presidential Citizens Medal bestowed by President Clinton for 
devoting his life “to overcoming forces of hatred and intolerance”; the 
Department of State Special Recognition Award for “his ecumenical 
work in favor of mutual understanding, tolerance, and peace”; the rare 
Papal Knighthood of St. Sylvester, conferred by Pope Francis for “his 
unceasing work to promote peace and mutual understanding”; France’s 
Legion of Honour Award; and the highest awards bestowed by Albania, 
Austria, Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Morocco, Poland, Russia, 
Spain, and the U.S. Senate.

For his inspiring example of using spiritual leadership to promote 
interfaith dialogue, intercultural understanding, and religious freedom 
around the world, the University of Miami is proud to honor Rabbi 
Arthur Schneier.

ARTHUR SCHNEIER 
Founder and President of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation  
Senior Rabbi at Park East Synagogue in New York City 

Commencement Program
Honorary Degree Recipient

Commencement Speaker
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Commencement ProgramCandidates for Degrees

The awarding of degrees and honors to the candidates named in this program is contingent upon the satisfactory completion of the appropriate requirements by each 
candidate. The listing of a student’s name in this program in no way implies or ensures his or her graduation, or the award of honors. The information listed on the 
following pages is current as of October 21, 2019.

Graduate School 
Established 1941

Presented by Guillermo Prado, Ph.D., Dean

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Ahmad Mohammad N Alassaf 
B.S., 2009, King Saud University, Saudi 

Arabia
M.S., 2014, Catholic University of America
Major: Biomedical Engineering
Dissertation: Non-Invasive Analysis of 

Electrophysiological Properties of Primary  
Cell Culture

Advisor: Ashutosh Agarwal

Nojoud Khaled S Alhakeem
B.S., 2010, Lynn University
M.S., 2012, Florida International University 
Major: Ergonomics
Dissertation: Improvement of Gait Patterns in 

Spastic Adults Through Surgical Intervention 
on Spastic Upper Extremity

Advisor: Shihab S. Asfour 

Celeste Amadei 
B.A., 2008, University of California, Berkeley
M.S., 2009, Georgetown University 
Major: Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Dissertation: The Role of E6ap in Autism 

Spectrum Disorder
Advisor: Zafar Nawaz

Salim Ayoub 
B.A., 2010
M.A., 2013
Major: Literary, Cultural, and Linguistic 

Studies
Dissertation: Indigènes Entre Deux Rives: 

Adopted Maghrebi Authors and Maghrebi 
Diasporic Voices Questioning and Queering 
Coloniality, Normativities and Nation-State 
in Language, Literature and Film

Advisor: Tracy L. Devine Guzman 

Lara Baez 
B.A., 2015, Johns Hopkins University 
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: A Network Perspective on 

Peripartum Depression: How Do Symptoms 
Change Over Time?

Ashley Harris Beecham 
B.S., 2006, Presbyterian College
M.S., 2008, University of North Carolina  

at Chapel Hill
Major: Human Genetics and Genomics
Dissertation: Leveraging Admixture in U.S. 

Minority Populations to Elucidate the Genetic 
Underpinnings of Multiple Sclerosis

Advisor: Jacob McCauley

Rachel R. Besser 
B.S., 2014, University of Florida
Major: Biomedical Engineering
Dissertation: Engineering a Compartmentalized 

Hydrogel Platform for In-Vitro Assembly of 
Neuromuscular Junctions

Advisor: Ashutosh Agarwal

Ahjane D. Billingsley 
B.A., 2005, Whitman College
M.A., 2010, Boston College
Major: Community Well-Being
Dissertation: Community Is Our Power: 

Elevating Transformative Justice as a 
Multidimensional Community-Based 
Approach to Gender Violence

Advisor: Soyeon Ahn

Briana M. Bohannon 
B.S., 2015, University of Alabama  

at Birmingham
Major: Physiology and Biophysics
Dissertation: Investigating Novel Compounds in 

the Treatment of Cardiac Arrhythmia
Advisor: H. Peter Larsson

Thomas Cadenazzi 
B.S.C.E., 2014, Politecnico di Milano, Italy
M.S.C.E., 2016, Politecnico di Milano, Italy
Major: Civil Engineering
Dissertation: The Halls River Bridge Case 

Study: Constructability, Economical, and 
Sustainability Aspects for an FRP Reinforced 
Concrete Bridge

Advisor: Antonio Nanni

Alejandro Carvajal Pardo
Bachelor, 2006, Pontificia Universidad 

Javeriana, Colombia
Major: International Studies
Dissertation: Neither the Rock Nor the Hard 

Place: Local Actions of Neutrality in Colombia
Advisor: Bruce M. Bagley

Fely Suzette Paule Catan 
B.A., 2010, Université La Sorbonne, France
M.A., 2011
M.A., 2014, University of Wisconsin–

Madison
Major: Literary, Cultural, and Linguistic 

Studies
Dissertation: Non-Sovereignty and Artistic 

Production in Puerto Rico, Martinique, and 
Guadeloupe: Rethinking Nationalism and 
Independence

Advisor: Tracy L. Devine Guzman

Shanghua Chen
A.B., 2014, University of Miami
B.S.M.E., 2014, University of Miami
Major: Mechanical Engineering
Dissertation: A Method to Investigate a Spark-

Ignition Lean Burn Homogeneous Charge I.C. 
Engine’s Energy Balance without Pressure Versus 
Volume Measurements

Advisor: Michael R. Swain

Sarah Alison Cowles
B.A., 2009, Gustavus Adolphus College 
M.S., 2013, University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
Major: Biology
Dissertation: Genomic Analyses Reveal the 

Evolutionary Dynamics of Speciation in Two 
Tropical Avian Systems

Advisor: John Albert C. Uy

Lacey T. Critchley
B.S., 2007, University of Florida 
M.P.H., 2010, University of Miami
Major: Epidemiology
Dissertation: Food Insecurity: Deconstructing 

Its Predictors and Relationship to HIV 
Medication Adherence

Advisor: Daniel J. Feaster

Mark J. Demma
B.S., 1985, State University of New York  

at Albany
Major: Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Dissertation: Targeting the Oncogenic Myc 

Pathway by Miniproteins: Understanding 
Mechanism of Action

Kimberly C. Galvez
A.B., 2013, University of Miami 
Major: Marine Geology and Geophysics
Advisor: Gregor Paul Eberli
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Tyler Christian Huff
B.A., 2015, DePauw University
Major: Neuroscience
Dissertation: The Epigenetic Role of Pro-

Myelinating Factors in Schwann Cell 
Myelination

Christina Kay Johnson
B.S., 2014, Appalachian State University
Major: Physiology and Biophysics
Dissertation: Glial Regulators of Ionic 

Homeostasis Shape Neuronal Output in  
C. elegans

Andre Ryan Jordan
B.S., 2009, Syracuse University
B.S., 2013, Brooklyn College 
Major: Cancer Biology
Dissertation: Molecularly Targeted Treatments 

for Urothelial and Renal Cell Carcinomas

Ibrahim Kaya
B.S., 2008, Middle East Technical University, 

Turkey
Major: Biomedical Engineering
Dissertation: High Rate Quasi-Steady State 

Pattern Visual Evoked Potentials for Brain-
Computer Interface

Advisor: Ozcan Ozdamar

Alexander Kreymerman
B.S., 2008, Florida Atlantic University
Major: Neuroscience
Dissertation: The Diverse Roles of 

Mitochondrial Dynamics in Retinal Ganglion 
Cell Maturation, Disease, and Regeneration

Advisor: Maria T. Zayas

Mohammad Nasir Uddin Laskar
B.S.C., 2008, University of Dhaka, 

Bangladesh
M.S., 2013, Kyung Hee University, Republic 

of Korea
Major: Computer Science
Dissertation: Understanding Texture Sensitivity 

in the Brain Visual System with Deep Neural 
Networks 

Advisor: Odelia Schwartz

Christian Paul Llano Robayo
B.S., 2007
M.S., 2012
Major: Industrial Engineering
Dissertation: Simultaneous State and Parameter 

Estimation of Non-Linear Dynamic Models 
Using Particle Learning

Advisor: Nazrul I. Shaikh

Darlah Michelle Lopez Rodriguez
B.S., 2009, University of Puerto Rico  

at Arecibo
Major: Microbiology and Immunology
Dissertation: A Role for the Hypoxia-inducible 

Factor 1 Alpha in Murine Gammaherpesvirus 
68 (MHV68) Lytic Replication and 
Reactivation from Latency

Advisor: Samita Andreanksy

Sanchit Mehta
B.S., 2010, Rajasthan Technical University, 

Kota, India 
M.S., 2012, Indian Institute of Technology 

Delhi, India
Major: Applied Marine Physics
Dissertation: Air-Sea Interaction Dynamics 

Under Hurricane Wind Conditions
Advisor: Brian K. Haus

Samantha Mitsven
B.A., 2013, San Diego State University
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: What You Hear Is What You 

Say: The Dynamic Interplay of Classroom 
Vocalizations and Language Abilities

Rhoda Keese Moise
B.S., 2015, Pennsylvania State University
Major: Prevention Science and Community 

Health
Dissertation: Cervical Cancer Prevention and 

Control in Haitian Women Living in South 
Florida and the Central Plateau of Haiti

Advisor: Erin Kobetz

Lisa Marie Nyman
B.S., 2014, Palm Beach Atlantic University
Major: Applied Marine Physics
Dissertation: A Study of Upper Ocean Dynamic 

Features Based on Advanced Coherent Marine 
Radar Techniques

Advisor: Roland Romeiser

Seong Oh
B.A., 2006, Seoul National University, 

Republic of Korea
M.A., 2014, Tufts University
Major: Philosophy
Dissertation: Perceptual Experience and 

Understanding Language
Advisor: Berit Brogaard

Daniel Branden Perez
M.S., 2016, University of Miami 
Major: Mechanical Engineering
Dissertation: Multi-Scale Analysis of 

Multifunctional Composites and 3D Printed 
Polymers

Advisor: Ryan Lee Karkkainen

Timothy More Perez
B.S., 2010, University of Vermont
Major: Biology
Dissertation: The Ecophysiology of 

Photosynthetic Heat Tolerances in Tropical 
Plants

Advisor: Kenneth J. Feeley

Joshua D. Poorbaugh
B.A., 2000, Asbury College
M.S., 2005, Indiana University–Purdue 

University Indianapolis 
Major: Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Dissertation: Identification of T Cell 

Biomarkers: A Gene Signature for Human 
CD8 T Cell Exhaustion and Ultrasensitive 
ELISA Methods for IL-21

Advisor: Sylvia Daunert

Mirza Muhammad F Qadir
M.S., 2014, National University of Science 

and Technology, Pakistan
Major: Molecular Cell and Developmental 

Biology
Advisor: Juan Dominguez-Bendala

Rosario Catalina Ramírez 
B.L.A., 2003, University of Miami
Major: Romance Studies, Spanish
Dissertation: Contemporary Central American 

Imaginaries Under (Re)Construction: 
Landings in a Postwar Cultural Landscape

Advisor: George A. Yúdice

Robyn Porter Rice
B.A., 1999, Northwestern University 
Major: Physical Therapy
Dissertation: Risk Factors for Injuries in Elite 

Junior and Professional Tennis Players

Marco Rossini
B.S.C.E., 2013, Politecnico di Milano, Italy
M.S.C.E., 2016, Politecnico di Milano, Italy
Major: Civil Engineering
Dissertation: FRP Reinforcement for Prestressed 

Concrete Applications
Advisor: Antonio Nanni

Laura Edith Rueda Sanchez
B.S., 2008, Universidad Industrial de 

Santander, Colombia
Major: Marine Geology and Geophysics
Dissertation: Stratigraphy and Geochemistry 

of the Tithonian Vaca Muerta-Picún Leufú 
Mixed Depositional System

Advisor: Gregor Paul Eberli

Muhammad Saad Sadiq
B.S., 2008
M.S., 2011, King Fahd University of 

Petroleum and Minerals, Saudi Arabia
Major: Electrical and Computer Engineering
Dissertation: Counterfactual Auto Encoders
Advisor: Mei-Ling Shyu

Govindi Jayanika De Alwis Samaranayake
B.S., 2010, University of Nottingham,  

United Kingdom 
M.S., 2012, University of Nottingham, 

United Kingdom
Major: Cancer Biology
Dissertation: A Comprehensive Investigation 

of MTH1 as a Novel Therapeutic Target in 
RAS-Driven Cancers

Advisor: Priyamvada Rai

Kristen Marie Sanders
B.S., 2009, Meredith College
M.S., 2014, Wake Forest University
Major: Neuroscience
Dissertation: Characterization and Optogenetic 

Manipulation of the Affective Itch Circuit in 
Mouse Models of Itch

Advisor: Tasuku Akiyama
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Dhaka Mohan Sapkota
B.S., 2009, Tribhuvan University, Nepal
M.S., 2009, Tribhuvan University, Nepal
Major: Physics
Dissertation: Properties of Local Diffuse X-Ray 

Background Below ¼ keV 

Lela Sylvia Schlenker
B.A., 2009, Smith College
M.S., 2014, College of William and Mary
Major: Marine Biology and Fisheries
Dissertation: The Effects of Environmental 

Variables and Anthropogenic Pollutants on the 
Physiology and Behavior of Marine Fishes

Advisor: Martin Grosell

Mingming Shao
B.S., 2013, Xiamen University, China
M.S., 2016, Zhejiang University, China
Major: Applied Marine Physics
Dissertation: Air-Sea Interaction and 

Submesoscale Processes Near Fronts
Advisor: Brian K. Haus

Gaurav Sharma
B.S., 2011, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technical 

University, India
M.S., 2014, Idaho State University
Major: Chemistry
Dissertation: Investigating the Mechanisms 

of Hydrolysis and Amyloidosis through 
Computational Approaches

Advisor: Rajeev Prabhakar

Amina Yasmeen Simmons
B.A., 2012, Pomona College 
M.A., 2014, University of Missouri
Major: Counseling Psychology
Dissertation: African American Women’s 

Experiences of Race-Based Traumatic Stress
Advisor: Marie Guerda Nicolas

Erotokritos Skordilis
B.S., 2011 University of Thessaly, Greece
M.S., 2013, University of Thessaly, Greece
Major: Industrial Engineering
Dissertation: Bayesian Filtering Methods for 

Dynamic System Monitoring and Control
Advisor: Ramin Moghaddass

Madina Makhmutova Sokolov
B.S., 2012, University Michigan
Major: Neuroscience
Dissertation: Pancreatic Islets Communicate 

with the Brain via Vagal Sensory Neurons
Advisor: Alejandro Caicedo

Evan Thomas Stanforth
B.A., 2010, The Ohio State University
M.A., 2014, University of Denver
Major: Counseling Psychology
Dissertation: Externalizing Problems and 

Hispanic/Latinx Adolescents: A Bioecological 
Approach

Advisor: Daniel A. Santisteban

Maximillian Tenaglia
B.S., 2012, University of Miami
Major: Marine Geology and Geophysics
Dissertation: Depositional Partitioning of 

Organic Material in a Mixed Carbonate-
Siliciclastic System, Controls on Production, 
Preservation and Dilution: The Vaca Muerta 
Formation, Neuquen, Argentina

Advisor: Gregor Paul Eberli

Christine Toledo
B.S., 2010, Florida International University
M.S.N., 2016, University of Miami
Major: Nursing
Dissertation: The Association of Breastfeeding 

Practices and Postpartum Depression Risk
Advisor: Rosina Cianelli

Brooke E. Vitek
B.S., 2014, University of Miami 
Major: Marine Geology and Geophysics
Dissertation: Multiscale Morphogenesis of 

Hamelin Pool Stromatolites
Advisor: R. Pamela Reid

Yadong Wang
B.S., 2013, Ocean University of China, China
Major: Marine Biology and Fisheries
Dissertation: The Physiological and Molecular 

Mechanisms of Nitrogen Excretion in the 
Early Life Stages of Mahi-Mahi (Coryphaena 
hippurus) and Zebrafish (Danio rerio)

Advisor: Martin Grosell

Lafayette Trey Watson
B.S., 2013, University of Miami 
M.S.Ed., 2014, University of Miami 
Major: Exercise Physiology
Dissertation: Biomechanical and 

Electromyographical Analysis of Visually 
Observed Symmetrical and Asymmetrical Hip 
Movement Patterns in the Back Squat

Jimmy Manuel Wong
B.A., 2000, The George Washington 

University 
M.P.A., 2004, New York University
Major: International Studies
Dissertation: The NATO Allies and 

Intervention in Libya
Advisor: Bruce M. Bagley

Rachel Colleen Zelinsky
B.S., 2014, Texas A&M University
Major: Meteorology and Physical 

Oceanography
Dissertation: Understanding and Predicting  

the MJO During DYNAMO
Advisor: Benjamin Kirtman

Yunjun Zhang
M.S., 2014
Major: Marine Geology and Geophysics
Dissertation: Geodetic Imaging of Volcanic 

Processes with Time Series Radar 
Interferometry

Advisor: Falk C. Amelung

Yeting Zheng
Major: Chemistry
Dissertation: Complexation of Viologen 

Derivatives by Cucurbit[7]Uril
Advisor: Angel E. Kaifer

Yi Zhu
B.Med., 2010, Jinan University, China
Master, 2013, Sun Yat-Sen University, China
Major: Molecular and Cellular Pharmacology
Dissertation: Isoform-Specific Protection 

of Nicotinamide Mononucleotide 
Adenylyltransferase in the Pathogenesis of 
Neurodegenerative Diseases

Advisor: R. Grace Zhai

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Jordan Bryce Ainsley
B.A., 2006, Emory University
M.A., 2011, Boston University
Major: Counseling Psychology
Dissertation: Toward a Theory of Ethical 

Mindedness: Moral Psychology and the 
Evolution of Human Nature

Mashhour Ahmad H Alazwari
Bachelor, 2011, King Fahd University of 

Petroleum and Minerals, Saudi Arabia
M.S., 2015, University of Central Florida
Major: Mechanical Engineering
Dissertation: Interval-Based Uncertainty 

Modeling, Analysis and Design Optimization 
of Structural and Mechanical Systems

Advisor: Singiresu S. Rao

Bandar Faisal Al-Mifgai
B.S.B.E., 2009, Catholic University of 

America
M.S., 2011, Catholic University of America 
M.S.B.E., 2011, Catholic University  

of America
Major: Industrial Engineering
Dissertation: An Investigation of the 

Acceptability and Usability of a Simulated 
Patient Portal for Saudi Arabian Adults

Advisor: Shihab S. Asfour

Austen Rex Anderson
B.S., 2012, Brigham Young University 
Major: Counseling Psychology
Dissertation: A Daily Diary Study of Lifestyle 

Behaviors, Psychological Distress, and Well-
Being

Advisor: Blaine J. Fowers

Krystal Bichay Awadalla
B.A., 2011, University of Virginia
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: Examining the Role of Varying 

Levels of Classroom Quality for Toddlers in 
Early Head Start and Subsidized Child Care 
Programs: Understanding Threshold Effects
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Mariana Bernardi Bif
B.S., 2012, Universidade Federal  

do Rio Grande, Brazil
M.S., 2015, Universidade Federal  

do Rio Grande, Brazil
Major: Ocean Sciences
Dissertation: Understanding Resistant Organic 

Matter in the Ocean: From Microbes to 
Large-Scale Processes

Advisor: Dennis A. Hansell

Ruth Michelle Bernstein
B.A., 2010, Portland State University
M.S., 2014, University of North Carolina  

at Chapel Hill
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: Expand, Connect, Thrive: 

Increasing Positive Health Behaviors in  
At-Risk Adolescents

Advisors: Annette La Greca and Elizabeth 
Pulgaron

Johayra Bouza
A.B., 2010, University of Miami
M.S.Ed., 2013, University of Miami
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: An Examination of the 

Associations Between Teacher-Family 
Relationship Quality and Toddlers’ 
Developmental Skills

Advisor: Philip M. McCabe

Dana Marie Bis Brewer
B.S., 2010, University of Alaska
B.S., 2013, University of North Florida
Major: Human Genetics and Genomics
Dissertation: Investigating the Genetic and 

Molecular Etiology of Inherited Axonopathies
Advisor: Stephan Züchner

Julie Elizabeth Brown
B.S., 2009, James Madison University
M.S., 2012, University of Miami
Major: Marine Biology and Fisheries
Dissertation: Evaluation of Recreational Fishing 

Demand for Billfish Resources in Guatemala
Advisor: Nelson M. Ehrhardt

Zamira Castro
B.A., 2011, Brandeis University
M.S.Ed., 2015, University of Miami
Major: Counseling Psychology
Dissertation: Voices From the Borderlands: The 

Experiences of Latina Women Who Have Sex 
With Women (WSW)

Advisor: Debbiesiu L. Lee

Yi Dai
Bachelor, 2012, Nanjing University, China
Major: Atmospheric Sciences
Dissertation: The Effects of Outflow-

Environmental-Flow Interaction on Tropical 
Cyclones

Advisor: Sharanya J. Majumdar

Haluk Damgacioglu
B.S., 2011, Middle East Technical University, 

Turkey
M.S., 2014, Middle East Technical University, 

Turkey
Major: Industrial Engineering
Dissertation: Integrated Microgrid Design and 

Operation Optimization Using Dynamic-
Data-Driven Approaches

Advisor: Nurcin Celik

Breanne Allen Danzi
B.A., 2012, University of North Carolina  

at Chapel Hill
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: Genetic Risk for Childhood 

Posttraumatic Stress Disorder
Advisor: Philip M. McCabe

Lila de Tantillo
B.A., 1998, Yale University
M.S., 2003, Columbia University
B.S.N., 2013, University of Miami
Major: Nursing
Dissertation: A Pilot Randomized Trial of a 

Medication Possession Intervention to Improve 
Medication Adherence and Health Outcomes 
of Patients with Heart Failure After Hospital 
Discharge

Advisor: Juan M. Gonzalez

Hassen Dhrif
B.S., 1988, University of Minnesota
M.S., 1990, University of Miami 
Major: Computer Science
Dissertation: Feature Subset Selection Methods 

and Metrics for High-Dimensional Data 
Using Swarm Intelligence

Advisor: Stefan Wuchty

Xu Dong
Bachelor, 2011, Wuhan University of 

Technology, China
Master, 2013, Wuhan University of 

Technology, China
Major: Industrial Engineering
Dissertation: Diffusion of Innovations Over 

Large Social Networks
Advisor: Nazrul I. Shaikh

Gloria Michelle Ducasa
B.S., 2012, Florida International University
Major: Molecular and Cellular Pharmacology
Dissertation: The Role of ATP-Binding Cassette 

A1 as a Susceptibility Factor in Diabetic 
Kidney Disease

Advisor: Alessia Fornoni

Travis Clark Evans
B.S., 2011, The University of Texas at Tyler
M.S., 2016, University of Miami
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: Neural Circuitry of Automatic 

Approach and Avoidance Actions to 
Ambiguous Facial Expressions

Advisor: Jennifer Britton

David Hugh Brady Fletcher
B.S., 2014, University of West Indies, Jamaica
Major: Economics
Dissertation: The Old and the Dutiful: Stock 

Market Shocks and the Retirement Decision
Advisor: Salvador Ortigueira

Samantha Alexandra Foti
B.A., 2011, Georgetown University
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: Psychosocial Reserve Capacity 

as Moderator of the Relationship Between 
Chronic Stress and Cardiovascular Health: 
Results from the Multi-Ethnic Study of 
Atherosclerosis

Advisor: Philip M. McCabe

Elizabeth Marie Frechette
B.S., 2011, University of Maryland,  

College Park
M.S., 2017, University of Miami
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: Observing Self-Regulation in 

Context in Head Start Classrooms and Dual 
Language Learners’ School Readiness

Advisor: Daryl B. Greenfield

Delia Pamela Fuentes Korban
B.A., 2007, Florida Atlantic University
B.F.A., 2007, Florida Atlantic University
M.A., 2011, Florida Atlantic University
Major: Romance Studies, Spanish
Dissertation: Soundtrack De Los 90: Argentine 

Music Production as Repositories of History, 
Collective Memory, and Virtual Sites of 
Memory

Advisor: George Yúdice

Shuangyu Ge
Bachelor, 2014, University of Science and 

Technology of China, China
Major: Marine Geology and Geophysics
Dissertation: Seismic Investigation of Fault 

Structure and Seismic Anisotropy in Volcanic 
and Geothermal Areas

Advisor: Guoqing Lin

Kimberly Sabrina Ho Misiaszek
B.S., 2009, University of Miami 
M.A., 2012, New York University
Major: Counseling Psychology
Dissertation: Expanding Perceptions of Identity: 

The Chinese Jamaican Immigrant Experience
Advisor: Lydia Pearl Buki

Wei Huang
Bachelor, 2006, Fudan University, China
Master, 2012, Fudan University, China
M.A., 2014, University of Florida 
Major: Philosophy
Dissertation: Metaphysical Grounding and 

Property Constitution
Advisor: Simon J. Evnine
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Karolina Jadwiga Janczura
B.S., 2010, Wroclaw University of 

Environmental and Life Sciences, Poland
M.S., 2014, Georgetown University
Major: Molecular and Cellular Pharmacology
Dissertation: The Role of Histone Deacetylase 

3 (HDAC3) in Alzheimer’s Disease (AD) 
Related Pathologies In-Vitro and in the Triple 
Transgenic AD Mouse Model

Advisor: Claes Wahlestedt 

Busra Keles
B.S., 2011, Hacettepe University, Turkey
M.S., 2014, TOBB University of Economics 

and Technology, Turkey
Major: Industrial Engineering
Dissertation: Data-Driven Modeling, Planning 

and Scheduling for MRO Operations
Advisor: Murat Erkoc

Kristin Watson Kibler
B.A., 2004, University of Arkansas
M.Ed., 2015, University of Missouri
Major: Teaching and Learning
Dissertation: Fours Years After the “Immigration 

Crisis”: Teachers’ Experiences in Serving Late-
Entering Central American Refugees with 
Limited or Interrupted Formal Education

Advisor: Luciana de Oliveira

Kerli Kirch Schneider
B.A., 2012, Tallinn University, Estonia
M.A., 2014, Florida Atlantic University
Major: Communication
Dissertation: Rural Space (Re)Produced: 

Alternative Representations, Practices, and 
Imagination of Post-Socialist Rural Women in 
Estonia

Advisor: Christina Lane

Moses S. Koppendrayer
B.S., 2013, University of Minnesota Duluth
Major: Mathematics
Dissertation: Strongly Quasipositive Surfaces 

and Convex Surface Theory
Advisor: Bruno N. de Oliveira

Dilara Koyuncu
B.S., 2011, Boğaziçi University, Turkey
Major: Cancer Biology
Dissertation: Elucidating the Role of Spindle 

Assembly Checkpoint Gene BUB1B in Breast 
Cancer

Advisor: Marc Lippman

Emaan Noor Lehardy
B.S., 2006, University of Michigan
M.A., 2013, Houston Baptist University
Major: Counseling Psychology
Dissertation: Extending Objectification Theory: 

An Exploratory Model of Body Appreciation 
Among Breast Cancer Survivors

Advisor: Lydia Pearl Buki

Eric Yi-Hong Ling
B.S., 2013, University of California, Santa 

Barbara
M.A., 2015, University of California, Santa 

Barbara
Major: Mathematics
Dissertation: C0-(In)Extendibility of Spacetimes
Advisor: Bruno N. de Oliveira

Hewen Liu
B.A., 2012, Renmin University of China, 

China
M.P.A., 2014, University of Miami
Major: Economics
Dissertation: Applications of Matching and 

Sorting Theory to Topics in Operations 
Management

Advisors: Raphael Boleslavsky and Ayca Kaya

Yuan Liu
B.S., 2012, Nanjing University, China
Major: Neuroscience
Dissertation: Optogenetic Regulation of 

Neuronal Survival and Axonal Regeneration
Advisor: Maria T. Zayas

Xing Lu
B.S., 2012, University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
Major: Meteorology and Physical 

Oceanography
Dissertation: South Pacific Tropical Water: 

Variability and Downstream Impacts
Advisor: Rana A. Fine

Ariana Heydi Magdaleno-Yntema
B.A., 2005, Florida Atlantic University
M.A., 2008, Florida Atlantic University
Major: Romance Studies, Spanish
Dissertation: Mexicanidad Reloaded: Multiple 

Histories and Narratives in Contemporary 
Novels and Film from 1989 to 2002

Advisors: Bridget Christine Arce and Elena 
Grau-Lleveria 

Ana Isabel Martinez de Andino
B.A., 2013, University of Virginia
B.S., 2013, Davidson College
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: The Moderating Role of Race/

Ethnicity and Cultural Factors on the 
Relationship Between Internalized Stigma, 
Discrimination and Help-Seeking Attitudes

Advisor: Amy Weisman de Mamani

Haley Ann Mathis
B.A., 2011, Trinity University
Major: Philosophy
Dissertation: Care Ethics: Morality with No 

Responsibility
Advisor: Simon J. Evnine

Jessica L. Maura
A.B., 2011, University of Miami
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: Sociocultural Variables that Predict 

Attrition from a Culturally Informed Group 
Therapy for Patients with Schizophrenia and 
Their Family Members

Advisor: Philip M. McCabe

Edwing A. Medina
B.A., 1994, New York University
M.S.Ed., 2011, Queens College
Major: Teaching and Learning
Dissertation: The Effects of Cognitively 

Guided Instruction (CGI) on the Use of 
Representational Modeling by First and 
Second Grade English Language Learners 
(ELLs) During Individualized Assessments of 
Arithmetic Word Problem Solving

Advisor: Walter G. Secada

Liana C. Mentor
B.L.A., 2000, University of Miami 
Major: Community Well-Being
Dissertation: A Case Study: Programs for Black 

Males at Predominantly White Institutions
Advisor: Laura Kohn-Wood

Christina Josephine Nicolais
B.A., 2011, Le Moyne College 
M.S., 2014, Virginia Commonwealth 

University
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: Medical Provider Autonomy 

Support Across Adolescence: Impacts on  
Health Outcomes Among Adolescents with 
Type 1 Diabetes

Advisors: Alan Delamater and Annette La 
Greca

Sofia Oluwole
B.S., 2012, University of Pittsburgh
Major: Epidemiology
Dissertation: Disparities in Time to Treatment 

and Outcomes in Patients Hospitalized with 
Ischemic Stroke

Advisor: Tatjana Rundek

Yahya Cagri Oztan
Bachelor, 2011, Istanbul Technical University, 

Turkey
Master, 2015, Boğaziçi University, Turkey
Major: Mechanical Engineering
Dissertation: Additive Manufacturing of 

Thermoelectric Modules and Enhancement of 
Thermoelectric Efficiency

Advisor: Emrah Celik

Mahamalage Kusumitha Perera
Bachelor, 2014, University of Moratuwa,  

Sri Lanka
Major: Civil Engineering
Dissertation: Development of the 

Electrohydromodulation Process for 
Simultaneous Recovery of Nitrogen and 
Phosphorus from Municipal Wastewater

Advisor: James Douglas Englehardt

Bruce Gibbs Pohlot
B.S., 2007, Yale University
Major: Marine Biology and Fisheries
Dissertation: Billfish Behavior and Habitat Use 

in the Presence of Environmental Forcing and 
Commercial Exploitation

Advisor: Nelson M. Ehrhardt
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Muhandiramalage Lalintha Gayan Polpitiya
B.S., 2011, University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka
B.I.T., 2013, University of Colombo, Sri 

Lanka
Major: Electrical and Computer Engineering
Dissertation: A Framework for Efficient 

Implementation and Effective Visualization 
of Dempster-Shafer Belief Theoretic 
Computations for Reasoning Under 
Uncertainty

Advisor: Kamal Premaratne

Bing Qiao
B.S., 2010, Shanxi University, China 
Major: Physics
Dissertation: Applications of Machine 

Learning on Behavioral Study in Drosophila 
Melanogaster

Advisor: Sheyum Syed

Brooke Genkin Rogers
B.A., 2009, Washington University
M.P.H., 2013, Emory University
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: Mechanisms and Health Impact of 

Insomnia as an HIV Comorbidity
Advisor: Philip M. McCabe

Brooke Marie Rumper
B.A., 2011, University of Virginia
M.A., 2015, Tufts University
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: “Estamos Buscando Acorns!” 

Examining Dual Language Learning 
Head Start Children’s Conceptual Science 
Knowledge Across Languages

Advisor: Daryl B. Greenfield

Raha Forooz Sabet
B.S., 2011, University of Georgia
Major: Counseling Psychology
Dissertation: Health Disparities among Sickle 

Cell Disease Patients: A Grounded Theory 
Model

Advisor: Lydia Pearl Buki

Utsav Sharma
Master, 2011, SRM University, India
Major: Cancer Biology
Dissertation: The Role of Cancer Associated 

Fibroblasts in Situ and in Circulation in 
Breast Cancer Metastasis

Jamie Alexa Sherman
B.A., 2011, Cornell University
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: An Analysis of Change Processes in 

the Transdiagnostic Treatment of Emotional 
Disorders in Adolescents

Advisor: Jill Ehrenreich-May

Ariel Uniqua Smith
B.S.N., 2016, University of Miami
Major: Nursing
Dissertation: The Influence of Intersectionality 

on Bullying, Teen Dating Violence, and 
Suicide Risk among Bisexual Adolescents

Advisor: Joseph P. De Santis

Lucia Marie Walsh
B.S., 2012, Indiana University
Major: Psychology
Dissertation: The Relationship Between 

Symptom Profiles and Treatment Initiation, 
Attendance, and Completion in Sexually 
Abused Youth

Advisor: Amanda Doss

Astrid A. Werkmeister
Bachelor, 2011, University of Hanover, 

Germany
M.S., 2011, University of Hanover, Germany
Major: Applied Marine Physics
Dissertation: Boundary Layer Winds and Waves 

in Tropical Cyclones from SAR Imagery
Advisor: Hans C. Graber

Ashly C. Westrick
B.S., 2008, University of Minnesota
M.P.H., 2011, University of Alabama at 

Birmingham
Major: Epidemiology
Dissertation: Health Disparities in the Incidence 

and Survival of Women with Ovarian Cancer 
in Florida: A Florida Cancer Database System 
Analysis

Advisor: Raymond R. Balise

Siobhan A. Williams
B.S.B.E., 2009, University of Miami 
Major: Biomedical Engineering
Dissertation: Reconstruction of the Crystalline 

Lens Gradient Refractive Index Using 
Laser Ray Tracing and Optical Coherence 
Tomography

Advisor: Fabrice Manns

Stephanie Lynn Yahn
B.S., 2012, Arizona State University
Major: Neuroscience
Dissertation: The Role of Fibrosis After 

Experimental Autoimmune Encephalomyelitis
Advisor: Jae Lee

Bo Ra Yook
Bachelor, 2008, Sookmyung Women’s 

University, Republic of Korea
M.S., 2015, Boston University
Major: Communication
Dissertation: Examining the Impact of Visuals 

on Social Media in Crisis Communication
Advisor: Don Stacks

Huilin Yu
B.S., 2013, Sichuan University
Major: Biostatistics
Dissertation: New Methods for Disparity 

Estimation
Advisor: J. Sunil Rao

Yalda Zarnegarnia
B.S., 2005, Esfahan University, Islamic 

Republic of Iran
Major: Biostatistics
Dissertation: Methods Used for Estimating the 

Receiver Operating Characteristic Curve From 
Clustered Data and Case-Control Studies

Advisor: Shari Messinger Cayetano

Dandan Diane Zheng
B.S., Fudan University Shanghai Medical 

College, China
M.S., 1994, University of Minnesota 
Major: Epidemiology
Dissertation: Health Disparities in Visually 

Impaired Adults With Multi-Morbidity
Advisor: David J. Lee

DOCTOR OF ARTS 

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Josefino Z. Villanueva
B.S., 1966, University of the Philippines, 

Philippines
M.S., 1973, University of the Philippines, 

Philippines
Major: Mathematics
Advisor: Marvin V. Mielke

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Carol Anne Clinton
B.A., 1987, University of West Indies, 

Barbados
M.S., 1998, Florida International University
Major: Higher Education Leadership
Dissertation: Defying the Stereotypes: The 

Factors that Influence the Persistence of Black 
Men in the Community College

Advisor: Carol-Anne Phekoo

Justine Sara Green
B.S.Ed., 2013, University of Miami
M.A., 2015, Columbia University 
Major: Higher Education Leadership
Dissertation: Factors Affecting Students’ 

Utilization of Disability Services
Advisors: Soyeon Ahn and Carol-Anne Phekoo

Sean Nicholas McClain
B.A., 2006, Florida International University
M.B.A., 2010, Nova Southeastern University
Major: Higher Education Leadership
Dissertation: Effect of State-Level Outcomes-

Based Funding on Graduation and Retention 
Rates of Hispanic Students at Two-Year 
Community Colleges

Advisor: Carol-Anne Phekoo

Peter Michael Rudholm
B.A., 1993, California State University, Los 

Angeles 
M.A., 2005, McNeese State University
Major: Higher Education Leadership
Dissertation: Gender in Higher Education 

Research: The Problem of Female and Male 
Categories

Advisor: Debbiesiu L. Lee
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Erika Velarde
B.P.A., 2012, Florida International University
M.S., 2014, Kansas State University
Major: Higher Education Leadership
Advisor: Carol-Anne Phekoo

DOCTOR OF MUSICAL ARTS

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Patrick Shea Kole
B.A.M., 2003, University of Rochester
M.M., 2006, Ohio University
Major: Instrumental Performance
Essay: Charles Villiers Stanford: A Performance 

Edition of the Cello Concerto in D Minor
Advisor: Ross T. Harbaugh

Alexander Magalong
B.A., 2004, University of Denver
M.M., 2016, University of Miami
Major: Instrumental Conducting
Essay: James Stephenson: Symphony No. 3
Advisor: Trudy Kane

Jason Seth Strunk
B.A., 1997, Mansfield University 
M.S., 2015, Towson University
Major: Choral Conducting
Essay: The Role of the Chorus in Leonard 

Bernstein’s “A White House Cantata”: A 
Conductor’s Guide

Advisor: Amanda Quist

Wesley Louis-Neil Thompson
B.S., 2013, Messiah College
M.M., 2015, Pennsylvania State University
Major: Instrumental Performance
Essay: The Symphonies of Johannes Brahms: An 

Exploration of Performance Considerations for 
the Orchestral Trombonist

Advisor: Timothy M. Conner 

DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Claudia Alonso
B.S.N., 2012, Florida International University

Dalmis Boulandier
B.S.N., 2014, Miami Dade College 
M.S.N., 2016, University of Miami

Lauren Christine Bradley
B.A., 2010, Rutgers University
B.S.N., 2013, Johns Hopkins University 

School of Nursing

Kizzanna Layna Brown
B.S.N., 2002, Tuskegee University

Natalie Desiree Collazo
B.S.N., 2013, University of Miami

Melissa Correa
B.S.N., 2012, Florida International University

Yenisleimis C. Fernandez
B.S.N., 2014, Florida International University

Jessica Firmeza
B.S.N., 1988, Adventist University  

of the Philippines, Philippines
M.S.N., 2006, Florida International 

University

Esther Franklin
B.S.N., 2013, Florida Atlantic University

Joel Andres Gonzalez
B.S.N., 2014, Florida International University

William Alexander Hernandez
B.S.N., 2013, Florida Agricultural and 

Mechanical University

Joshua Hester
B.S.N., 2012, California State University, 

Sacramento

Chergregory Ruth Hines
B.S.N., 2011, University of Florida

Kimberly De Vincentis Jones
B.S.N., 2013, Columbus State University

Courtney N. Kelley
B.A., 2008, University of Iowa
M.S.N., 2010, University of Iowa

Amanda Lackaye
B.S.N., 2013, Pace University

Sharifa Marie Lindo
B.S.N., 2013, University of Miami

Kimberly Ann Lopez
B.S.N., 2015, Miami Dade College 

Stephanie Martin
B.S., 2009, Florida Gulf Coast University
B.S.N., 2015, Florida International University

Arisleidy Massani
B.S.N., 2014, Nova Southeastern University

Raphael Mbanwi
B.S.N., 2011, Miami Dade College 

Nkemakonam Christiana Mbelu
B.S.N., 2014, Nova Southeastern University
M.S.N., 2015, Nova Southeastern University

Carlos Alberto Moreno
B.S.N., 2013, Barry University

Catherine Nadeau
B.S., 2009, Rochester Institute of Techonology
B.S.N., 2011, St. John Fisher College
M.S.N., 2017, University of Miami

Lindsay Ann Noga
B.S., 2011, Boston College
B.S.N., 2013, University of Miami
M.S.N., 2017, University of Miami

Kristin Taylor Oakes
B.S.N., 2013, Texas Woman’s University
M.S.N., 2017, University of Miami

Bryan Osborne
B.A., 2012, South Florida State College
B.S.N., 2014, Florida International University

Gilda Pamphile
B.S.N., 2009, University of Miami

Nikita Patel
B.S.N., 2013, Indiana University

Stephanie Marie Perez
B.S.N., 2013, Florida International University

Rosena Petit-Frere
B.S.N., 2010, Emory University

Morgan Ashley Phillips
B.S.N., 2010, University of Miami

Katherine Andrea Pinzon
B.S.N., 2011, Barry University

Dorly Yenni Ramirez
B.S.N., 2011, Miami Dade College 

Stephanie Raye Randolph
B.S., 2009, Colorado State University
B.S.N., 2013, University of Colorado Denver

Lizette Rivera
B.S.N., 2009, Florida International University

Arelys Diana Rodriguez
B.S., 2010, Florida International University 
B.S.N., 2015, Keiser University

Anastasia Marie Santiago
B.S.N., 2016, University of Phoenix
M.S.N., 2018, University of Miami

Lindsay Lauridsen Smith
B.A., 1989, Barnard College 
B.S.N., 1994, University of Pennsylvania
M.S.N., 1996, University of Pennsylvania

Anry Toni-Ann Stewart
B.S.N., 2015, Broward College Central

Jolly Thankachan
B.S.N., 2000, Leelabai Thackersey College of 

Nursing, India

Jennifer Trock
B.S.N., 2012, Ursuline College, Canada
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Maikel Valdes Oliva
B.S., 2004, Miami Dade College 
M.S.N., 2015, University of Miami

Ramniwas Yadav
B.S.N., 2013, Grand Canyon University

MASTER OF ARTS

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Savannah Geary

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Carol Maia Kaplan

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL 
SCIENCE

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Madison Love Alvarez
Dana Catherine Biddle
Natalia Rose Horvath
Adam Gregory Roberti

School of Law
Established 1926

Presented by Anthony E. Varona, J.D., LL.M., 
Dean

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
ENTERTAINMENT, ARTS AND 
SPORTS LAW

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Alejandro Diaz Gastelum 
J.D., Universidad Anahuac, Mexico, 

December 2017 

Samuel Stone
B.S.B., Virginia Tech, May 2016
J.D., University of Miami School of Law,  

May 2019

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Angel Ariel Bermudez 
A.B., University of Miami, December 2007
J.D., University of Miami School of Law,  

May 2019

Filippo Carnazzi   
Laurea Magistrale in Giurisprudenza, 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Italy,  
May 2016

Ishaan Madaan 
Bachelor of Laws, University of Pune, India, 

April 2011 

Angella Nantongo
Bachelor of Laws, Uganda Christian 

University, Uganda, July 2012 

Jaryeneh Travis Tarpeh
 B.A., Florida State University, 2015
 M.B.A., Emory University, January 2019
 J.D., Emory University School of Law,  

 January 2019

Degree conferred July 24, 2019 

Arundathi Venkataraman
B.A., LL.B., National Law University, 

Jodhpur, India, January 2017

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Shirley Ann Román Ongay Palumbo
B.A., University of Puerto Rico, Puerto Rico, 

June 1991
J.D., St. Thomas University School of Law, 

May 1995

Specialization Inter-American Law

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Marva Marcia Matthews
Bachelor of Laws, University of Technology, 

Jamaica, May 2017

Specialization U.S. and Transnational 
Law

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Gilli Kahn Golan
Abogada, University Javeriana, Colombia, 

May 2007
M.A., IDC University, Herzliya, Israel,  

May 2010

Jesus Alberto Rodriguez Lugo
Abogado, Universidad Santa María, Venezuela, 

July 2016

Tatiana Satka
Diplom Magister, P.J. Šafárik University, 

Slovakia, June 2008

Daniel Schwiete
First State Law Examination, Humboldt 

University of Berlin, March 2015
Second State Examination, Berlin,  

November 2017

Degree conferred July 24, 2019

Graziella Margarita Gonzalez
Abogada, Universidad Católica Andrés Bello, 

Venezuela, January 2007

MASTER OF LAWS IN REAL 
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT 
Robert Traurig-Greenberg Traurig 
LL.M. in Real Property Development

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Nicole Marie Ellis 
B.S., University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign, May 1999
J.D., University of Illinois College of Law, 

May 2005
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JURIS DOCTOR

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Miriam Assayag 
B.S., Towson University, May 2015

Rodolfo Alejandro Castillo
B.A., Florida International University, 

December 2015

Eleni Irene Constant (C) 
B.A., University of Florida, June 2004

Gil Greber (M)
B.S., Emory University, May 2015

Gabriela Alejandra Morera Correa          
B.A., Florida International University,  

April 2013

Carlos A. Osorio
B.A., Florida International University, 

December 2014
    

Karina Peiro 
B.S., Florida International University,  

July 2015

Nestor Vicente Perez
B.A., Florida International University,  

August 2009
Magister, Universidad de los Andes, Colombia, 

March 2016

Alicia Nicole Robinson (C) 
B.A., University of South Florida,  

August 2016

Akesha Sanjay 
B.A., New York University, May 2017
 

Matthew J. Seif 
B.S., Florida State University, May 2015
 

Jasmine Soriano 
B.A., Boston University, September 2015

Jillian M. Souza 
B.A., Florida Atlantic University, May 2016
 

Augusto Maximiliano Vaccaro (C) 
B.S., Florida State University, May 2016

William Travis Watson
B.S., Trinity University San Antonio, 

December 2015

Brandon Weisz 
B.S.B., Indiana University, May 2015 
M.B.A., Indiana University, May 2015

Ryne J. Zenner 
B.A., University of Minnesota,  

December 2010

JURIS DOCTOR/MASTER OF 
LAWS IN ENTERTAINMENT, ARTS 
AND SPORTS LAW

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Jonathan R. Carver
B.S.B.A., University of Arkansas, May 2017

JURIS DOCTOR/MASTER OF 
LAWS IN INTERNATIONAL 
ARBITRATION

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Gilda Almeida
Bacharel em Direito, Universidade Cândido 

Mendes, Brazil, January 1987
LL.M. in Taxation, Georgetown University 

Law School, May 2017

Ivan Ignacio Bracho Gonzalez (M)
Abogado, Universidad del Zulia, Venezuela, 

March 2010
LL.M., The Ohio State University Moritz 

College of Law, May 2017

Ignacio J. Duque (C) 
Abogado, Universidad Católica Andrés Bello, 

Venezuela, January 2014

Elina Jimenez (C) 
Jurist, Stavropol State University, Russia,  

June 2007 

Daniela Maria Klein 
Bacharel, Pontifícia Universidade Católica do 

Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, August 1999
LL.M., University of Miami School of Law, 

May 2005

Cesar Alejandro Mejia Duenas 
Licenciatura en Derecho, Universidad 

Tecnológica de Honduras, July 2010
LL.M., Brooklyn Law School, July 2017

Andrea Carvalho Passarini
Bacharel, Centro Universitario do Norte 

Paulista, Brazil, February 2001

Cintia Safford
Bacharel em Direito, Universidade de  

São Paulo, Brazil, January 2002
Post Graduate Civil Law, Universidade de  

São Paulo, Brazil, August 2016
   

Ndifreke Uwem (M)
LL.B., University of Jos, Nigeria,  

September 2010
Barrister-at-Law, Nigerian Law School, 

Nigeria, October 2011
LL.M., Columbia University School of Law, 

May 2014

 

Carime Aldana Lee 
 B.S., Florida State University, August 2010
 J.D., Ave Maria School of Law, May 2014

Diane Nobile 
 B.A., University of Central Florida,  

August 1990
 J.D., Widener University School of Law, 

May 1993

Arianna Elysse Roman 
 B.S., Florida State University,  

May 2016 

John Graves Shedd 
 B.S., Florida State University, May 2009
 J.D., Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 

University College of Law, May 2014

MASTER OF LAWS IN TAXATION

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Nicole Peguero 
B.A., Florida International University,  

August 2011 
J.D., Florida International University College 

of Law, December 2017

Degree conferred July 24, 2019

Ileana Loren Garcia 
Bachelor of Criminal Justice, Florida 

Agricultural and Mechanical University, 
April 2011

M.S., Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
University, August 2012

J.D., St. Thomas University School of Law, 
May 2016

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
TAXATION OF CROSS-BORDER 
INVESTMENT

Degree conferred July 24, 2019

Luis Wolf Trzcina
B.S., Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil, December 1997
Bachelor of Laws, Universidade Federal do Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil, May 1999
M.B.A., Fundaçâo Getúlio Vargas, Brazil, 

March 2000



17(S) Summa Cum Laude
(M) Magna Cum Laude
(C) Cum Laude

JURIS DOCTOR/MASTER OF 
LAWS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW 
Specialization U.S. and Transnational 
Law

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Danielle Makela Benjamin
A.B., University of West Indies, Jamaica, 

September 2005
B.L., University of West Indies, Barbados, 

September 2011
LL.M., St. Thomas University School of Law, 

May 2015

Sejana Cecilio Crosara
Bacharel em Administracao, Pontifícia 

Universidade Católica de Goiás, Brazil, 
April 1991

Bacharel em Direito, Pontifícia Universidade 
Católica de Goiás, Brazil, August 1997

M.B.A. em Gestao Empresarial, Fundação 
Getulio Vargas, Brazil, November 2001

Arantza Fernandes Elorza
Abogada, Universidad Católica Andrés Bello, 

Venezuela, January 2018

Abdulrahman Abdulghani Fayyad
Licentiate in Law, Universite de Tunis El 

Manar, Tunisia, July 2007
LL.M., St. Thomas University School of Law, 

May 2015

Anabel Garcia Gonzalez
Licenciada en Derecho, Universidad de la 

Habana, Cuba, July 2015

Lia Margarita Luján Cabeza 
M.S., Nova Southeastern University, July 2015
Abogado, Universidad Externado de 

Colombia, Colombia, March 2003

Lietty Mejias 
Licenciada en Derecho, Universidad de la 

Habana, Cuba, July 2009 

Rafael Alfonso Quintero-Rueda
Abogado, Universidad de los Andes, 

Colombia, March 2012
Specialization in Administrative Law, 

Universidad del Rosario, Colombia, 
December 2013

M.B.A., University of Miami, May 2015

Yadel Santiago Torres
Licenciado en Derecho, Universidad de la 

Habana, Cuba, July 2005
 

Ahmed Salah Seifelnasr
Bachelor of Law, Cairo University, Egypt, 

October 2010
LL.M., St. Thomas University School of Law, 

December 2014

Kamila Sznyrowska
Magister, University of Warsaw, Poland,  

May 2006
LL.M., Florida International University 

College of Law, May 2017

Marisel Valdez-Marrero
Licenciada en Derecho, Universidad de 

Matanzas, Cuba, July 2010

JURIS DOCTOR/MASTER OF 
LAWS IN REAL PROPERTY 
DEVELOPMENT 
Robert Traurig-Greenberg Traurig LL.M. 
in Real Property Development

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Cameron Kenton Kunstler 
B.A., Flagler College, June 2013
  

Mukiya William Rasi Post 
B.A., Concordia University, Canada,  

May 2016 

Catalina Rodriguez (C) 
B.A., University of Texas at Austin, May 2016

JURIS DOCTOR/MASTER OF 
LAWS IN TAXATION

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Daniel Antonio Badovinac
LL.M., University of Houston School of Law, 

May 2006
Abogado, Espiritu Santo University, Ecuador, 

May 2006
 

Juan Carlos Pazmino Ponton 
Abogado, Universidad Católica de Santiago de 

Guayaquil, Ecuador, October 2013
LL.M., University of Miami School of Law, 

May 2015

William H. Pereira 
 B.A., Saint Leo University, April 2016

School of 
Architecture
Established 1983 
Presented by Rodolphe el-Khoury, Ph.D., Dean

MASTER OF ARCHITECTURE

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Chenkai Zhao

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Ebraheem Alhusain
Andrew Phillip Lionikis

MASTER OF REAL ESTATE 
DEVELOPMENT AND URBANISM

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Karim Fayaz
Ali Troy Gulec
Xiaoyun Jiang
David Martinez-Delgado
Eli P. Stephan
Chao Wang

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Alexandra Emily Altman
Alicia Dahdah Sayegh
Sasha Theresa Kayal
Andrew Phillip Lionikis
Francisco Jose Masso
Mitchell Ian Monroe
Shaun Mosheim
Jonathan Ovadia
Camilo Pinzon Acevedo
Reynaldo Andres Vivas Pineda
Eleanor Ruth Williams

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
ARCHITECTURE

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Lorena Knezevic
Gilda B. Santana
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MASTER OF URBAN DESIGN

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Carolina Dominguez
Ali Troy Gulec
Chao Wang

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Laura Claire Jolieke Stevens
Tianqi Xu

BACHELOR OF ARCHITECTURE

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Moises Nissim Abbo Mizrachi
Ahmed Alanezi
Laura Celeste Beltran
Frances Gelbart
Fioriana Maria Larche
Israel Martinez Jr.
Julia Rose Zollner

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Abdulaziz Ghannam M Alghannam 
Youssef A E D M Alkhamees 
Sarah Mashhour A Alnoman 
Shuail N S D S Alshuail 
Felipe Manuel Arias Mamais 
Sixue Chen 
Donnie Jamil Garcia-Navarro 
Rachael Liberman 
Juan Sebastian Ochoa Echeverry 
Sheng Qian (C)
Tianyu Wang 
Jingyi Xu (C)

College of Arts  
and Sciences
Established 1926

Presented by Leonidas G. Bachas, Ph.D., Dean

MASTER OF ARTS 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

William James Burruss
Matilde Emma Catanese
Yin Wa Lee
Jacob Lee Mormon
Christopher Vincent Valladolid
Jorge Zambrano

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Nicholas Maximo D’La Rotta
Arturo Leyva Pizano
Jessica Orr
Mandeville Anne Wakefield

MASTER OF ARTS IN  
LIBERAL STUDIES 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Tashina J. Arota
Christopher Andrew Rodriguez
Hussam Shabi

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Devonta Marcus Delaney
Micah Jamil Fraction
Eva Norton
Jessica Ashley Osborn
Jessalyn Santos
Ann Elizabeth Schopp

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION  

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Jose Lisandro Cerna
Karen Cinkus
Rubi Garcia
Jiabing Han
Vincent Robert Jones
Raphaelle Kernisant
Christopher McDonald
Marlene M. Moranino
Thomas J. Post
John E. Wallace
Boning Yi

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Shuo Liu
Daniel Ruiz

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Ximena Estefania Baez
Pramod Baral
Bettina Renee Billings
Laura Beatriz Camafreita
Kangjun Cheng
Enslin Francois De Witt
Joan Francesca Dominguez
Daniela Frias
Durga Bahadur Khadka
Christian Lantigua
Paulina Isabel Lauria
Lauren Lipp
Rusheng Liu
Armando Javier Lopez
Ruibin Mai
Ariadna Martinez
Ana Maria Moreno
Silvia Maria Niño
Xiao Pan
Julio S. Sarmiento
Kaixiang Shi
Kai Sun
Andrea Steffi Valencia
Junyu Wang
Yingsheng Wang
Zirui Wang
Xinwen Zhang
Yi Zhang
Yiming Zhang

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Chloe E. Arluck
Samrita Dhindsa
Stephanie Elissa Hudiburgh
Naomi Tarlow

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Isaac Jose Abbo Hasky 
Mohamed T. Aboualazzm 
Rafael Ernesto Aleman Arias 
Sophia Avina 
Abraham Bastos 
Lauren Marie Berta 
Victor Joseph Bettsack Setton 
Ryan Don Biggs (C)
Gianfranco Gustavo Blanco 
Melissa Blanco 
Mary-Kate Bruce 
Ava Mila Burstyn 
Javier Cabrera Aguado 
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James Calvo 
Maria Cristina Carro 
Adam Elliott Cass 
Lourdes Elisa Cebada (M)
Priya Chandok 
Josefina Coll (C)
Mariana Cordoba 
William Donald Corson 
Ana Cecilia Helen D’Angelo (C)
Carlos Andres Danzilo 
Patrick Davidson 
Ryan Patrick Deering 
Michael Brian Derham 
Melanie Alexis Despinich 
Maria Noelle Drevyn 
Rebecca Dugini (C)
Vanessa Frances Eng (M)
Fabian Escalante 
Joshua Fayne 
Romeo Finley 
Rossini Garcia 
Jeremy Garg 
Nicholas Giamarino 
Manuel Eduardo De Jesus Goico Pockels (M)
Karyssa Nicole Gonzalez 
Lily Yang Griffin 
Shuyi Guo 
Martin Haberer Sabah 
Yangshan He 
Morgan Brooke Henry 
Belen Hervera (S)
Samuel James Holbrook 
Emmanuela Mudia Imansuangbon 
Nathalie Janata-Bormann 
Alba Raquel Jose 
Bayley Joseph Judge 
Patrick Stan Jurkiewicz 
Eden Elizabeth Justi 
Caroline Kane 
Steven Kaufman 
Kendall Brooke Kilberger (S)
Michael Aaron Kuzniecky Faskha 
Merrick Lawrence 
Matthew Todd Lischin 
Tairi Lu 
Sherry Lubin 
Olivia Holland Lutz 
Zhou Lyu 
Tyreic Daejon Martin 
Harold Martinez 
Marelyn Martinez 
Michael Martino 
Austin Karl McGreevy (M)
Kyrie Jordan McLoskey (C)
Andrew Xavier McNaney 
Anmeny Amanda Medina Khafash 
Sixuan Meng 
Lousindy Mitton 
Beatrice Mompremier 
Laurence George Moneo 
Juan Esteban Montoya 
Carlos Alberto Mora 
Maria Jose Mora Lavalle 
Olivia Anne Mulvey 
Faruk Mehmet Ozturk 
Kelvin David Pacheco 
Hanlin Pan 

Neemi Bharat Patel (M)
Astrid Elena Pena Perez 
Paola Perez (M)
Derek John Pichler 
Gabriella Pisani 
Sara Marie Punal 
Shaquille D. Quarterman 
Ashley Marie Ramos 
Kirsten Desney Reid 
Charlotte Rose Resnick 
Daniella Roldan 
Britny Sanchez 
Alfonso Santiago 
Michael Angelo Schiavone 
Cara Aleah Schiff 
Jacob Schuster 
Allison Michelle Schwartz 
Natasha Valeria Sealey 
Francesca Therese Servidio 
Baoyin Shi 
Sebastian Patricio Shironoshita 
Mohammad Emad Siddiqui 
Emmanuel Soto 
Christine Marie Stech 
Ashley Sarah Tacher 
Morgan Brenna Thomson (C)
Lilibeth Torres 
Daychelle Trim 
Diego Alejandro Waisman 
Brittany Werbelow 
Robert John Williams 
Jingyi Xu 
Suyun Yu 
Mathurine Zama-Sity 
Alexandra Mary Zampano 
Harley Zeldes 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Billah Abdul-Jalaal 
Essa Saeed Bin Tahnoon Alnehayan 
Abdulaziz W A M A AlWazzan 
Michelle Elena Arevalo 
Carla Elena Bouza 
Alec Laszlo Cancio 
Roy Alexander Casiano 
Gabriela Coteron 
Marisol Janet Fernandez 
Alexandra Leigh Forman 
Gabriella Franco 
Jacob Freeman 
Joselyn G. Garcia 
Marlene Gonzalez 
Stefan Reid Grosfeld 
Victor Rafael Guzman Berger 
Seungtae Han 
Andrea Lauren Harrah 
Bingru He 
Kaitlin Hill 
Zoe Zakiya Aditi Ifill 
Min A. Jang 
Manuela Juan 

Benjamin Max Kaminsky 
Ryan Michael Keller 
Tolon Kuru 
Lilian Michell Lizcano 
Daniella Lopez 
Adam Samuel Marcuvitz 
Jordan Mashal 
Brooke Coughlin Meyers 
Anthony Moten Jr.
Natassia Tan Najman 
Jeronimo Naranjo 
Olivia Christina Nunez 
Chidera Onyekachi Nwosu 
Jose Francisco Onorato Vitale 
Jonathan Peart 
Ashley Ann Plotkin (M)
Elizabeth Reme 
Alan Byron Robinson II
Maria Alejandra Rodriguez Rodriguez 
Julia Paige Rosenblum 
Barbara Fernanda Ruiz Duarte (C)
Jared John Ryan 
Mohammed Abdulaziz O Sager 
Thor Christer Salen 
Jarredd Valentine Simpson 
Brandon Sirlin 
Natalie Danielle Solberg 
Anna Somsikova 
Marissa Deborah Song 
Harrison Sutherland 
Saruit Suwunrut 
Sianna Raquel Vacca 
Alexander Terrence Zakrzeski 
Renata Zarazua Gomez 
Haomiao Zhou 
Yasmeen Gloria Zuffetti 

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Denise Aguilar Prats 
Anna Sjoukje Runia (C)

BACHELOR OF GENERAL 
STUDIES

Degree candidates December 12, 2019  

Maria Vanessa Bartow 
Doralis Bugallo 
Yamile Cosme 
Rebecca Gabrielle Dumornay 
Beatriz J. Fernandez 
Claudette L. Guzman 
Rosa Maria Long 
Erik E. Mederos 
Ailen Parera-Ruggiero 
Jennifer Ruggiero 
Joel Andres Sola 
Anthony Torres 
Pablo Matias Vasconcelos 
 

(S) Summa Cum Laude
(M) Magna Cum Laude
(C) Cum Laude
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Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Gerardo E. Alanis 
Sandra Elizabeth Alvarez-Ferrer 
Nestor Benito Baca 
Abigail Leigh Bernbach 
Verna Henley 
Ivan X. Montesinos 
Magda Nino 
Anella V. Sebro 
Michael Ray Winick 

BACHELOR OF LIBERAL ARTS

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Angel Luis Beltre 
Kevin Vincent Groeninger 

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Gerald Joseph Willis III
 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Neha Radhika Aitharaju 
Michael J. Almeida Jr.
Tyla Azan 
Lucero Barrantes Marin 
Eric Barreto 
Mickael Benhaim (S)
Ihsane Benkhadra 
Victoria Rachel Brzezynski 
Mateo Cardona Mejia 
Nicole Carvalho 
Taylor Kathryn Daniels 
Francyess Denis (C) 
Angelique Marie Dominguez 
Christopher Andreas Dorizas (S)
Emily Fakhoury (S)
Bilal Ahmad Farooqui 
Kathryn Helen Forcone (M)
Natalia Freitas Cordeiro 
Alia Joan Giolitti (C)
Regina Gonzalez Braniff 
Ricardo Luis Gorrin Polo 
Michael W. Goulette 
Sean Anthony Griffin (M)
Lukas Gudelis 
Christina Lee Halstead (M)
Dayana De La Caridad Hano 
Michael Carter Huzior 
Christopher Jamhour (M)
Justin Tyler Johnson (M) 
Zaim Ahmed Khan (M)
Sunna Siraj Kureishy 
Shun Liu 
Lis Maria Llanio 
Alexis Marina Manns 
Timothy James Manolias 
Alan Martin 

Maxwell Martin 
Laura Martinez 
Darby Mary McEleney 
Laura Delaney McGee 
Devi Theivanai Nallakumar (M)
Isabella Maria Ojeda 
Jori Henrietta Opara 
Daniela Osorio 
Olivia Katharina Ostermann (C)
Daniel Pacheco 
Dianne Nathalie Pagan (S)
Sonia Prakash Patel 
Tallia Popowycz 
Dominique Rajic 
Stephanie Revah 
Gabriel Alejandro Rigueiro (M)
Gabriella Faith Rodriguez (S)
Grace Hillary Ruh (S)
Vincent Robert Sferra Jr.
Serena Maya Shah (C)
Linda Shahin 
Samantha Steefel 
Allison Rachel Thron (C)
Brian Truong 
Eric Anthony Villasenor 
Emma Louise Walker (C)
Shiyi Wang 
Matthew D. Wiefels (S)
Yuan Xie 
Jingjing Zhao

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

William Baker 
Vishal M. Bommineni 
Danoli Bryant 
Roberto Claure 
Victor Manuel Corrias 
Robby Jayson Friedman 
Ta Wei Huang 
Brandon A. Jackson 
Pingting Ji 
Emily Jy 
Milind Neil Khurana 
Brandon Kieuvy Le 
Molly Elisabeth Mesiano 
Chelsea Nielsen 
Shivam G. Patel 
Sahar Shafique 
Mackland Ross Steele 
Marisa Emily Stephens 
Alexander Todfield 
Marlon Zubizarreta

Patti and Allan 
Herbert Business 
School
Established 1929 
Presented by John Quelch, Ph.D., Dean

MASTER OF ACCOUNTING 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Shay Elizabeth Baum
Ariana Cassells
Jorge Antonio Chabo
Chen Chen
Patrick Timothy Corcoran
Kris J. Crego
Yuner Fan
Travis Zachary Feather
Haydee Evid Figueroa
Mingze Gao
Maureen Grace Gilbert
Yanetsy Gutierrez
Qian Hu
Julia Kincade
Cailing Li
Qun Li
Xinyi Luo
Julie Sophie Veronique Magand
Katherine Rose Montovano
Nicole Marie Newton
Abigail Rebecca Riveron
Ryan Austin Stone
Bedia Burcin Sudi Karatas
Xiaotong Tan
Sixian Tao
Lauren Marie Tortorice
Jue Wang
Zhihao Wang
Zuozhenghao Wang
Nan Wu
Yuhe Xie

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Maria Angelica Baez Gomez
Jordan Carroll Bayne
Bradley Steven Bills
Jonathan P. Bramlett
Justin Stephen Brown
Melissa Eleen Bustamante-Prieto
Denise Victoria Cabrera
Michelle Pamela Cox
McKenzie Cranfill
Leighton M. DaCosta
Jonathan David
Brad Duda
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Ornella  Esposito
Adam Stephen Euster
Laura Rose Falcone
Kristina Fisher
Christian Garcia
Melissa Garcia
Antonio Manuel Gonzalez
David Alexander Guevara
Emelie Terese Lantz
Jonathan Latim
Paul Joseph Letsky
Quanquan Li
Christopher Lopez
Aaron Michael Mandel
Alberto Esteban Markovich
Curtis Timothy Mitchell III
Laura Elizabeth Mockensturm
Katherine Smith Penny
Nadly Pierre-Louis
Thomas Raine
Keenan Rodriguez
Philippe Ryser
Trevor Grey Schott
Nefertiti Nicole Latoya Socastro
Thomas R. Taillon
Veronica Mona Vallarino-Reyes
Arturo Vidal
Cory Brookes Wilcox

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Jonathan Alton Appel 
Nancy Acosta Benites 
Kristina V. Cabrera 
Natalia  Campanella Pinzon 
George W. Cole
Esther Espinal 
Rachael Christine Findlay
Nicole E. Haynes 
Christopher Matthew Hernandez 
Nelson Francisco Hernandez 
Nickilee Aelous Jonas
William David Lezama 
Evan Michael Mestel 
Janelle Marie Rodriguez 
Shayna  Rae Rosen 
Shane Dixon Toner

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION EXECUTIVE 
PROGRAMS

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Joselyn Arcelin
Nicholas Juan Armas
Luis Armendaris
Yusef Atiyeh Villarreal
Mario Bedolla
Gabriel  Blaschke Polania
Gaston Andron Browne III

Juan Manuel Capistran
Armando Joel Cardozo
Alberto Casaretto
Luis Guillermo Cisneros
Hamilton William Clark
Ryan Cornwell
Sasha M. Davidson 
Nathalie Doucet
Kristyn Paula Fernandez
Jose Florencio
Paula Tatiana Giraldo Ortiz
Jennifer Michelle Goldman
Ahmed  Gomaa
Pedro Pablo Gonzalez
Fernando Andres Gualda
Ben Hantler
Ryan Rashaun Hawkins
Jorge Martin Jimenez Zarate
Jason John Juarez
Check C. Kam
Leonard Kaufman
David Shawn Kennedy
Brian Chong Kim
Meyer Levy Rosler
Jose Rafael Liccardo
Concepcion Lopez-Barrera
Shareef Malnik
Miguel Angel Machado
Shivali Malhotra
Luis Martinez
Francisco Martinez-Cosentino
Chun Mei Evelyn McDermott
Melissa Elena Mendible
Keyvan Nouri
Alan K. Novick
Clarence M. Pape
Paulo Miguel Paredes Arias
Brandon Ivan Pena
Marcones Pereira De Macedo
Wendy Pierre
Eduardo Pozas-Figueiras
Leandro Ramirez Da Silva
Kimilie Brianne Reed
Wilfredo Gabriel Rodriguez
Allison Nicole Roselle
Jorge Rene Rucas Da Silva Lourenco
Marcos Sacal
Nicolas Schaal
Kino Domini Simmons
Lea Lavinia Singh
Casey Sowers
Jessica Krystyn Taylor
Rocio C. Tenorio
Joseph Powell Torres
Sarah Weintraub Vaupen
Natali Nicole Velis
Andrew T. Vollman
Albin V. Xavier
Isis Zambrana

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Michael Gerard Jenkins
Kevin James Lowther

MASTER OF HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Aia-May Apollon
Taylor Joseph Becht
Robert Warren Budd
Brianna Nicole Devore
Anthony David Feria
Bethany Franz
Anel Frederick
Jenna Mei Kaminsky
Ismael Mella Cardenas
Nana Mensah
John James O’Boyle
Miguel Andre Perez Rosa
Stefany W. Rodriguez
Rachel Trinklein
Paola Andrea Trujillo

MASTER OF INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS  

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Maria Angelica Baez Gomez
Felix Baumtrog
Marion Jessica Bonnet
Yi Ding
Saifullah Faisal
Georgios Kouderis
Ye Li
Yuanhao Li
Zehua Lu
Xinjie Ma
Francesca Martelli
Weronika Stanislawa Michaluk
Jingyuan Shui

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL 
ACCOUNTING

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Karina Araya
Daniel Alexander Carnicer
Travis Jack Cartwright
Amira Majeed Halley
Daniel Masselli
Christian E. Ramirez
Carlos Ramos Rojas
Danielle Christine Rodriguez
Ruben Sanchez

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Andrew Charles
Vivian Gonzalez
Carlos Luis Hernandez
Troy Jacobson
Frederick Jaindl III
Wenyue Liu

(S) Summa Cum Laude
(M) Magna Cum Laude
(C) Cum Laude
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Lauren Andrea Mesko
Victoria Sadowski
Bryan Thomas

MASTER OF SCIENCE  

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Antonio Rojas Hernandez

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
BUSINESS ANALYTICS

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Ying Lin 
Katherine Elizabeth Moron 
Xiaobo Ren 
Bindu Sivakumar 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Katelyn Erin Burke 
Ziyan Chen 
Andrea Guadalupe Sarzosa Luna 
Yan Zhu

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
FINANCE

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Fernando José Agüero
Joseph Aguilar
Saeed Ali Alghamdi
Brandon Alexander Almeida
Diana C. Alvarez
Shruti Bhattacharya
Nicholas D. Blanco
Natasha Andrea Coka Ricaurte
Francisco Manuel Estrada
Andrew Seth Friedman
Andy Ross Lee Jean-Leger
Michael Kaladi
Estela Llewellyn
Tanveer Nizarali Manesia
Roberto Morales
Pravin Lakdas Nanayakkara
Boris Nicholas Nedeff
Alex Paez
Laura Pareta
Guilherme Parussolo Medrano
Karen Polanco
Karen Ranero
Geovanna Roberts
Carly Ann Rowsey
Sahiba Suwal
Rafael Teixeira
Saul Tirado
Adolfo Jose Ustarez
Angela Velasquez
Ekaterina Volkova
Oliver Ingle Zaiser

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Darryl Le Troy Bell
Adrianna B. Bertot
Nikolas Philippe Coles
Jacob Allen Earhart
Evan Girouard
Darya Lopareva
Marjorie M. Lupico
Racquel Miller

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
TAXATION

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Beverly Asante
Andrea Carolina Barreiro
John Angelo Manuel Raymundo
Yibing Sun
Olivia Noel Tucker
Amy M. Yastrow

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

William Ghassan Abboud 
Meshari Abdulsalam H Al Mishri 
Abdullah Faisal Albusairi 
Ryan Alraas 
Randy Patrick Bethel 
Megan Nicole Blutfield (C)
Gian Andres Boria 
Valentina Botero 
Patrick Williams Brodeur 
Alejandro Broussard 
Terrence James Burdge 
Tulio Guillermo Chacon Ciasca 
Alexandros Chalioris (M)
Andres Eduardo Chavez Altadonna 
Paulina Claure 
Ana Fernanda Collado Tio 
Isabel Conde Barona 
Pedro Davila De Oliveira 
Marshelle Davis (S)
Maude Jeanne Edmee Destailleur (M)
Kalile Patrizia Escala Mundarain 
Chandler Timothy Bruce Feichter 
Daniel Freeman Ferguson-McAllister 
Juliet D. Fern (M)
Monica Lucia Fernandez (M)
Diego Fernandez Piedrahita 
Caleb Fitch 
Kaihao Fu 
Solana Garcia Flores 
Ruicong Geng 
Nicholas Tucker Giangreco 
Ross Giuliano 
Maria Eduarda Gründling Teixeira (M)
Claudine-Camilla Halabi (S)
George Hartman 
John Heinrich 

Sebastian Herdoiza Ponce 
Isabella Hernandez 
Jacobo Hernandez Posada
Manyi Hu 
Yuan Ji 
Ben Jacob Kaplan 
Daniel Kielmanowicz 
Nicholas Kogionis 
Sy Lam 
Collin duPont Leavitt 
Jesse Nicholas Lepore 
Chentao Li 
Shuhan Li 
Yunze Li 
Vitor Cabral Cecilio Lima 
Yuyang Ma 
Joshua E. Nortman 
Amanda Paiva Martini 
Evelyn Pang 
Soojun Park 
Beichen Peng 
Gerrod Norman Phillip 
Cristian Alexander Pizarro (C)
Ronuq M. Rawal 
Felipe Rezende Mascarenhas Picchioni (C)
Max Rimeris (C)
Scott Harris Rivlin (M)
Sabrina Nicole Rodriguez 
John Roque 
Adriana Sarmiento (M)
Marie Mathilde Charlotte Scharapan 
Emma Michelle Schwartz (M)
Michelle Seleme (C)
Brian Serein 
Cody Michael Sklar 
Annie Stockel (M)
Micaela Nicole Stoner (C)
Yue Sun 
Julio Tadeo 
Monica Rae Tarczynski 
Xin Tong 
Fiona Joy Verdon 
Elvia Isabel Vilchis-Zubizarreta 
Gines Vivancos Duran (M)
Yiran Wang 
Molly Lucille Warnken 
Yaru Xu 
An Chin Yang 
Yuan Yao (M)
Ying Ye (S)
Chenwei Zhang 
Shiyao Zheng 
Yuxin Zhu

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Alexandra Marie Acosta 
Anas A. Alghannam 
Antonio Chopitea Junior 
Aldo Facchi 
Jackson Griffin 
Huayu Huang (C)
Amie Johnson 
Collin Kaplan 
Brian Thomas Koonjy 
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Emmanuel Javier Lorenzo Raffucci 
Eline Sofie Meinich (C)
Mark Anthony Palumbo 
Rachel Rosa 
Daniel A. Sanchez 
Chelsea Alexis Williams 
Jingyun Zhang 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Philip Querido Abrams 
Ali Abobakr Ali Binhyazea 
Alegre Cohen Attias 
Luke Oliver Dublirer 
Azim Kadirov 
Matthew Luna (M)
Jack McGlone (M)
Blake Meyerson (S)
Jing Qian (C)
Isabela Salas Avendano 
Mirza Ann-Dory Tanis (M)
Lauren Elizabeth Turner 
Anyu Wan 
Wancong Xu (M)

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Alberto Martin Ulzurrun De Asanza 

School of 
Communication
Established 1985 
Presented by Karin Gwinn Wilkins, Ph.D., Dean

MASTER OF ARTS 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Kayla Allen
Fernando Arias
Jazmine Clark
Alejandra Gallegos
Huiyao Guan
Laura Lopez Ramos
Angelica Brianna Manos
Nathalie Sacha Moreau
Steve Pierre
Claudia Ava Safavi
Mariana Scarpellini de Carvalho Rego
Angelica Lucia Toruno-Rios
Zihao Zhong

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Brandon Marckel Boston
Ashley Marie Daniello
Eric Fox
Ebonee Funderburk
Derek M. Kenney
Brooke Lemaire
Desiree Monique Massey
Marisa Marie Elizabeth Tejera
Dahlia Wesley
Tiffany Williams

MASTER OF FINE ARTS 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Robert Christopher Briggs Jr.
Roderick David Rascoe 
Alexandra Santiago 

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Shantraie Rodriguez
Emily Joy Shea

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
COMMUNICATION

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Omar Hassan A Alfadl 
Lauren L. Allen 
Sonia Broman 
Leah Rose Brown 
Si Ieong Chan 
Andreas Christodoulou 
Sharon Owusu Danquah 
Nour Said David 
Joshua Alexander Dinetz 
Marko Djokic 
Gianna Dunand
Sara Joanne Faller 
Jonathan Edward Fernandez 
Nina Garza 
Juan Sebastian Gomez 
Chu Gong (C)
Tiffanie Gonzalez-Quevedo 
Noelia Maria Graham 
Molly Catherine Halbach (C)
Joanna Jara
Juan Jimenez 
Sofia Victoria Jiménez Álvarez (C)
Bradley Kaaya 
Sydney Keller 
Jenna Kurz 
Charbel Makhoul 
Karina Maldonado 
Alex Matthew Mandel 
Patrick Alan William McCarthy (C)
Kayla Sophie Moore (C)
Jordan Orriols 
Isabella Parra 
Kayla Lauren Pournazarian 
Amanda Marie Prats 
Alyssa Rasile 
Ahmmon-Reshard Richards 
Lester Armando Sandoval 
Yuyuan Shao 
Sagar Sharma 
Yicheng Shi 
Justin Harry Sobelman (M)
Veronica Spagna 
Myles Valentine 
Marissa Anne Vonesh (S)
Elyse Waterman 
Ran Wei 
Anyi Zhang

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Brianna Nicole Abrams 
Rene Betancourt 
Rebekah Chalcedoni Chung 
Gabriella Depardon 
Jessy Diaz 
Brandon Michael Fay 
Giancarlo A. Gallo 
Kaley Gamber 
Cristina Maria Garcia 
Ryan Gabriel Garcia 
Hunter Garroway 

(S) Summa Cum Laude
(M) Magna Cum Laude
(C) Cum Laude
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Adrian N. Gonzalez 
Ibrahim A. Gray 
Nicolas Iparraguirre 
Aline Jean 
Jael LaBrie 
Jacqueline Nicole Marks 
Matthew Robert McDonough 
Kaitlyn Victoria Meister 
Gregory Michael Mintz (C)
Javier Morales Fernandez 
Erika V. Murillo 
Tyler Murphy 
Soany Nguyen 
Stefanos Papageorgiou 
Aja Win Pollack 
Alexis Remy Rappaport 
Coco Cameron Rominger 
Isaiah Bradley Taylor 
Juliana Torres-Sanchez 
Zhuyi Xia 
Qinlin Xu

 

School of Education 
and Human 
Development
Established 1929 
Presented by Laura Kohn-Wood, Ph.D., Dean

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
EDUCATION  

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Aysheh Abdalhuk 
Julian Barzilli 
Shane Berry 
Sophia Nicole Bobes 
Lakisha Braxton 
Jenna Christiano 
Fiori Francesco Conti 
Jacqueline Marie Delgado 
Rajan Dhami 
Ana L. Gonzalez 
Agustin Halac 
Vania Henry 
Sofia Hernandez 
Wenhan Jin 
Michael Steward Johnson 
James Bray Jones 
Amanda Lynn Lambert 
Dwane Allan Lindsey 
Jacqueline Denise Lopez 
Claudia P. Malave 
Victoria Alejandra Martinez 
Matthew William McQuoid 
Renee Lyn Minnfee 
Kareem Olanzo Morton Sr.
Jennifer Murillo 
Danielle Nicole Nicholson 
Katherine Olson
Yunely Perdomo 
Claudia Perez 
Austin Pfenninger 
Saphia Raymond 
Ronald Rennix Jr.
Twan S. Russell 
Jonathan Salmeron 
Charles P. Samaris 
Dorothy M. Sanchez 
Sarah Camille Schimel 
Haley Rebecca Shurack 
Marcas Anthony Stephens 
Claire B. Sullivan 
Massiel Torres 
Katlyn Marie Urycki 
Kelly Leigh Welling 
Natalie Anet Williams 
Frances Anne Wolf
Sheng Zhou
 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Amber Noel Austin 
Saif Salah Behairy 
Jessica Ann Boyles 
Derek William Brackett 
Kira Butler 
Jennifer Christine Carino 
Meghan Elizabeth Cartafalsa 
Yonghao Chen 
Kyle Vincent Clark 
Jamyah Cox 
Alex Cranch 
Ciara Ann Crighton 
Melissa Marie Cruz 
Adriana Cristina Diquez 
Raychel Ashley Feldman 
Sydney Marie Fiol 
Jon Fleig 
Alejandra Fonte 
Kyle Butler Fried 
Katie Friedrich 
Anton Maurice Gage 
Michele Gaston 
Hector dos Santos Goncalves 
Melissa Alexandra Gutierrez 
Esperanza Jasmine Harper 
Timothy James William Hart 
Ryan Keith Hesson 
Caitlin Elizabeth Hupe 
Autumn Kramer 
Michael J. Kwiatkowski 
Natalie Laboy 
Julian Laverde 
Claudia Llanes 
Lucas Lorenzo Lopez 
Ryan Murphy 
Nicolas Tobias Navarro 
Michael Niederman 
Iztlali Guadalupe Ortiz 
Marylyn Rogel 
Stephanie Sanchez Pareja 
Carla Paola Santamaria 
Brent Matthew Sappe 
Brian Stanley Schlosser Jr.
Jessica Ashley Shepley 
Andrew Roy Solecki 
Huy Thai 
Civon Thomas 
Maria Isabel Toro 
Daniela Uribe 
Miami Danetta Whitehouse 
Matthew Thomas Wilkins 
Noelle Wurr 
Brian Todd Zimmerman

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
ATHLETIC TRAINING

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Michael Balsamo
Imani Jasmine Taylor
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
EDUCATION

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Dorian Lamont Brown 
Alexis Seanna Castellano 
Jean-Pierre Chiluiza 
Alexander Robert Cole 
David Allen Dinsmore 
Nicholas Gerard Ducheine 
Breanna Ellis 
Erin Breanna Ford 
Alexandra Nicole Gonzalez 
Stefani Victoria Gonzalez (C)
Mingdi He 
Elena Inderbitzin (C)
Nicholas Andrew Muoio 
Alexander Edmonds Ozburn 
Christopher L. Riverso 
Luca Saputo 
Angel Soto 
Alfreda Steele 
Alex Michael Strickland 
Alexander Birman Trickett 
Shelby Watkins 
Kelly Michelle Williston (C)

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Lauryn Renee Coleman (C)
Richard Gallagher III 
Stephanie Nakash (S)
Katherine Ann Peters 
Jack Spicer 
Maya A. Underwood 
  

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Carlos Alberto Bellido (C)
Stefano Campana 
Omar Dahman 
Tiffany Nikki Lusic 
Pablo Andres Marinuchi 
Jillian Poles 
Angelica Rose Rodriguez 
Grace Jewell Russo (C)
Chelsey Brooke Sanborn 
Jessica Andrea Varga Papp 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Chris Agluba 
Michael Anthony Classi 
Alison Elizabeth Dobbs 
Julia Isabelle Lewis 
Arjun Gaurav Malhotra 
Gabriela Ann Mayans 
Zakiya T. Rashid 

College of 
Engineering
Established 1947 
Presented by Daniel Berg, Ph.D., Interim Dean

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Naval Ravindra Mutha 
Matias Troncoso Jr.

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Nellie Ming Li Brovold
Daiki Hara
Gabriela Maria Hernandez
Julian Milberg
Jasim A. Naeem
Alden M. Shoup

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Kolton Jones

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER 
ENGINEERING

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Weixuan Li
Zhengyang Lin
Xuanling Liu
Georges Lihoni Nicoli
Sicheng Wang
Junyi Yao

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Mohammad E. Alkharji
Blaise Rae Garfall
Niknan Hajjar

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Michael McKinley Thomas

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Yu Fang
Junying Wu

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Luchen Wang

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN OCEAN 
ENGINEERING 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Joel Robert Amendolara
Mikhail Akeen Scott Morales

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
AEROSPACE ENGINEERING

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Jacob Hollander

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Hathaway Child 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Omar Salah Saif Hamood Al Bahlani
Daniel Pattany

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Abdullah H DH A Almutairat Sr.
Aqyel J M M Jafar 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Sultan S. Almesned 
Yaser Jamal A. Alwaznah 
Arjun Chawla 
Beverly Ann Chesser 
Michael Andres Correa 
Michael Joseph Dvornik 
Haley Kross 
Nasir Mason 
Julian Milberg (C)

(S) Summa Cum Laude
(M) Magna Cum Laude
(C) Cum Laude
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Kevin S. Orton (M)
Cecelia Patrice Poole 
Rachael Jensen Snyder 

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Cril Carolina Lahrssen 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CIVIL 
ENGINEERING

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Jeremy Borenstein
Anthony Ferreira
Luis Ostfeld Fernandez (C)

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Krishna Brahmbhatt 
Shante Hicks 
Bradley Sheehan 
Patrick Robbert Sutton 
Bovorn Wangrattanasopon 
Sophia Mathews Watret 
Jonathan Zhou 

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Justin Spencer Moon 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Ahmed Aymn Yousef Alshaikh A Al Mubarak 
Hamad Sulaiman Saif Naser Albusaeedi 
Emma Nadine Strecker 
Nathan Charles Van Herpe 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENGINEERING 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Nakiya T. Clausell 
Isabel Perez Rios Bravo 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Ghalib Salem Mabkhoot Alaamri 
Meshari A A Y M Alibrahim 
Zainab Alsaihati 
Ammar Ibrahim M Batterjee 
Andrew Gilbert Beauperthuy 
Saad Abdullah A Bin Saeed 
Maximiliano Cohan 
Yousef A K H A Dashti 
Faris El Borno 
Blaise Rae Garfall 
Eric Gibellini 
Maria Magdalena Guirado Buenaventura 
Duna Mohamed A Hakem 
Alec Hoadley 
Sultan Itani 
Julian Bruno Limonti 
Isidro Andres Romero 
Matthew Banford Swanson Jr.
Cem Tugal 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Brian J. Gort 
Karim Ismail 
Adem Shukri Ali Sahil 
Michael McKinley Thomas 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Jonathan Joseph Bown 
Yanni Raul Cacho 
Sihan Chen (S)
Victor Garcia 
Thaddeus Chandler Kryshak 
Kamil Ajibade Lawal 
Mohammad Azmi Mohammad Najjar (S)
Dakota King Regan 
Elliot Karmel Sackman (S)
Jacobo Saldarriaga Alvarez 
Christopher Saltzgaber 
Sihao Sheng (M)

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Khaled Saeed Obaid Alhaj Alkaabi 
Hamad M M E Almudhaf (C)
Mohammad B H M Alshati 
Mohammad A M A A Alshuaib 
Abdullatif J A A Altabtabaei (M)

Rosenstiel School 
of Marine and 
Atmospheric Science
Established 1969

Presented by Roni Avissar, Ph.D., Dean

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL 
SCIENCE 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Cameron Thayer Barner
Zack L. Bellapigna
Colette Renae Biondi
Tyler Scott Bouma
Shelbourne Brown
Kristin Michelle Butler
Erin Cain
Airielle Rose Cathers
Kimberly Gladys Darville
Cameron Mitchell Day
Alexander Christian Depew
Tiare Jade Fridrich
Alice Elizabeth Deis Frye
Monica Galvan
Katelynn Gail Hackley
Madison Hahn
Rebecca Taylor Hammersla
Michaela Tiffany Harrington
Yayue Huang
John Michael Katchenago
James Tyler Lassen
Naomi Anne Mathew
Chelsea Brianna McLaughlin
Madeline Walker Miller
Rebeca Murillo
Willow Anne Patten
Benjamin Charles Ford Pernia
Mary Paige Pilkinton
Catherine Qualls
Nicolas Jorge Quintairos
Louis-Pierre Rich
Evie Rikers
Nicole Lynn Sears
Nicole Taylor Sedran
Alexia Skrbic
Meghan Noelle Sutton
Nikki Joy Tenaglia
Stephanie Topal
Victoria Emily Tozer
Phallon Abaigeal Tullis-Joyce
Morgan Louise Wagner
Jake Weinberger
Alexa Rae Zilberfarb
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Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Shirley Shiyuan Chu
Caroline Jasperse
Evan Karge
Jun Peng
Theresa Grace Pezzeminti
Grant Tucker Rawson
Kylie Hope Spado

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Chelsea Leigh Black
Briana Rose Gibbs
Chong Jia
Molly Marie Martin
Shannon Glenn Moorhead
Charline Tina Quenee
Mitchell James Rider
Elana D. Rusnak
Joseph Donald Unsworth
Jennifer Lynn Wright

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Ryan Mulhearn 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Nakeshia J’Nesse Balkman 
Ruth C. Goodin 

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MARINE 
AFFAIRS 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Rachael Leigh Phillips 
Karen Kathleen Slattery 

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Andrew Michael Dixon

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Cameron McClure Moore  

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Robert Christian Goodin

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
MARINE AND ATMOSPHERIC 
SCIENCE  

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Dietrich Henry Kuhlmann IV
Rachael Ragen 
Jordan Pearl Rezman 
Kiera Basten Rumbough 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Dennis Robert Breen 
Justin Valentino 

Leonard M. Miller 
School of Medicine
Established 1952 
Presented by Carl Schulman, M.D., Ph.D., 
M.S.P.H., Executive Dean for Research

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Vanessa Cecilia Alvarez
Karen Dimentstein
Elizabeth Olga Henry
Faisal Hassan S Hussain
Wilhelmina Lam
Marcos O. Marimon
Jhon Alexander Medina Usma

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Gavin Ajami
Abdulrahman Mohammed S Aljohani
Al’Tazia Barber
Alix Valentina Braun
Deva L. Cats Baril
Ekomobong Edet Eyoh
Yu Che Lee
Isabella Theonil Lugo
Matthew McSoley
Kiarabet Quintana Ramos
Daniel Samano Martin Del Campo
Benjamin Schachner
Mandeville Anne Wakefield
Rachel Alexandra Wetstone

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Degree candidate December 12, 2019

Gabriel Emmanuel Santiago

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Jessica Campestrini
Eesh Dadheech
Nina Dyatchenko
Kristin Nicole Gmunder
Colleen Nicole Gorman
Katherine Lezcano
Ruixuan Ma
Marquese Noel-McCormick
Emily Pauline Rabinovich
Dallas Louis Sheinberg
Wensi Tao
Kimber Tremblay
Julia Zaias

(S) Summa Cum Laude
(M) Magna Cum Laude
(C) Cum Laude
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN PUBLIC 
HEALTH 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Joanne Cotton
Amanda Perez
Natalie Alexa Robles

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Sandra M. Farach
Kimberly N. Garces
Julia M. Janecki
Justine M. Ransdell
Patrick Shipman

Phillip and Patricia 
Frost School of Music 
Established 1926

Presented by Serona Elton, M.M., J.D.,  
Associate Dean

MASTER OF ARTS

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Ariel Francisco Hernandez
Sheena Madeline Khan
Carissa Jean Sweet
Daniel Van Deerlin

MASTER OF MUSIC 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Casey N. Bonilla 
Nicholas A. DaCosta 
David Ole Hartman 
James David Jones III
Jessica Ann MacLean 
Matais Oxidine 
Nicholaus Christian Poelwijk 
Michael Song Ross 
River Washington 
Mengting You 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Jessica Michelle Ciminero
Stephanie Morales
Marco Antonio Perez
Alexa Plotkin
Giulia Ripani
Jorge M. Rodriguez
Nevena Stanic Kovacevic
Jeremiah Tindall
Miguel Humberto Tomas

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MUSIC 

Degree conferred August 9, 2019

Imani Coker

BACHELOR OF MUSIC 

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Julia Aida Calvo-Junkin (S)
Allison Marie Cawthon (C)
Mitchell Morrison Mattox 
Julia Ellen McGonagle 
Hayley Mickler (C)
Xinyi Yan 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Amy Hoang 
Elizabeth Pauline Kennedy 
Elijah James Kirkland-Andrews 
Cathryn Rose Lovett 
Orietta Regalado 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
MUSIC  

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Samuel Anthony Fuller 
Connor James Golden 
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School of Nursing 
and Health Studies 
Established 1968

Presented by Cindy L. Munro, Ph.D., Dean

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Arlene Marie Buckland
Isis Alexandria de Lama
Cindy Delgado
Misline Dominique
Joubert Fayette
Kima Karletha Leonce 
Caroline Loessin
Laquisha D. McKinley
Wendy Minor
Patricia Larie Perry
Edgardo Quinones

 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Jennifer del Carmen Cortina
Carla Justice
Daniel Antonio Marquez
Christina Elizabeth Ow
Lila Natasha Shakur
Alexis Verdecia

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Dyanna Aguilar 
Samantha E. Allen 
Khulud Khalid M Almutairi 
Mohammed Ayyash 
Bableen Kaur Bajwa 
Samantha Lynne Band 
Erin Barowski 
Dayron Barzaga Dieguez 
Tania Bejarano 
Christine Benitez 
Laura Benitez 
Ignacio Bernal Jr.
Nour Bitar 
Jean Pierre Buchillon 
Saira Barbara Campos 
Jessica Marie Carrasquillo 
Marie Chambers 
Gabriela Companioni 
Joann Cornejo 
Stephen James Courson 
Elysia Danielle Dana 
Lila de Tantillo
Gabriel Miguel Delgado 
Casey Lynn Dennis 
Carolina Diaz 
Dianelys Diaz 

Geniel Diaz 
Lidia Diaz 
Carissa M. Dobert 
Caroline Brie Dondi 
Nayara Dones 
Jessica Drapluk 
Nerlene Etienne 
Ashley Faria 
Natacha Francois 
Jany Fuentes 
Yamileydi Garcia Gonzalez 
Liliana Garvalosa 
Ritza Carlene Georges 
Clara Mary Gonzalez 
Jaime Jose Gutierrez 
Jennifer Gutierrez 
Joseph Donald Hamilton 
Maja Hlebec Hayes 
Victoria Horowitz 
Christian Huergo 
Kathleen Frances Izquierdo 
Elisee Jacques 
Laurie Jean Baptiste 
Jeanine Johnson 
Joanne Marie-Rendie Jourdan 
Yuanith Juarez 
Rebecca Juliao 
Matthew Kinzie 
Shelby Nicole Knappen 
Jacquelyn Rose Koenig-Morales 
Kristyn Bennett Lambert 
Edmond Lee 
Andrea Murphy Leiner 
Krystal Leon 
Diamond Esperanza Leonard 
Alejandra Lopez 
Cassandra Louissaint 
Stacey Petra Lowe 
Keturah Lucas 
Alexandra Mahon 
Samantha Stephanie Maloney 
Ricardo F. Mandarano 
Benjamin Allen Marshall 
Luis Martija 
Morgan McCauley 
Otto Rene Mejia Jr.
Veronica Mendoza 
Monica Menendez 
Raelene Morgan 
Alejandro Manuel Morlan 
Laura Sims Munzenmaier 
Thu D. Nguyen 
Patrick W. Nugent Jr. 
Glory Chinaza Onuoha 
Celine Victoria Ow 
Jessica Angela Pappanikou 
Estefania Parra 
Vanessa Alexis Paz 
Priscilla Marie Perez 
Pamela Alexandra Petry Martinez 
Jonathan Pinero 
Elizabeth Prol 
Michelle Quispe 
Allison Justine Rad 
Danam Resnick 
Amilcar Rey 
Stephanie Ann Reyes 

Aramis Rodriguez 
Lisette Rojas 
Melissa Rospigliosi 
Alan Rubio 
Muriame Saint Jean 
Shaniece Salmon 
Sonam Santdasani 
Alexandra Seife 
Rachael Marie Socarras 
Francesca Alexis St. Pierre 
Ashley Michelle Su 
Julio C. Tercero 
Kathleen Torrens 
Giselle Sosa Valdes 
Adrianna Maria Valiente 
Antonio Vazquez 
Lucadet Vedrine 
Eillen Victoria Velasquez 
Amaya Margarita Vinas 
Leonard Mihai Vuicsin 
Jacqueline Rose Weglewski 
Kelly Wolfe 
Chriss Alexandra Wong 
Kayin Wong 
Elena Michelle Wornom 
Sara Jenet Young 
Emily Kathryn Zeszutek 
Angela Marie Zimmerman 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
HEALTH SCIENCE

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Maliha Aziz 
Antonia Marie Bartlett (M)
Rachel Caroline Dudkiewicz 
Stephanie Gilbert 
Jason Hokenson 
Rachna Siddharth Kamath 
Sydney Ann Mathis (M)
Julia Marie Steiner 

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019

Patricia Blasco 
Serena Hou 
Gabrielle Elisabeth Mommers (C)
Laura Daniela Perez 
Martine Pierre 

 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Kelly Akyena 
Jeritza Fleurence Almonor 
Sabrina Almonte 
Veronica Princess Beaulieu 
Michael Jonathan Blanco 
Jodi Bronstien (C) 
Nicole Marie Campbell 
Carolina Cardona 

(S) Summa Cum Laude
(M) Magna Cum Laude
(C) Cum Laude
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Heidi Castellanos 
Dinia V. Cedeno 
Chrishe Childs 
Melanie Rose Chitwood 
Dana Cheryse Clegg 
Keyondra Cobbs 
Christopher Colby 
Lisa Marie Cuccinello 
Paige Davis 
Laura del Llano 
Mia Valentina Del Moore 
Samantha Delaney 
Marina Drenovac 
Anika Marie Dunkley 
Yoldine Josee Elpenord 
Annially Estrada 
Larisa Faktorovich 
Gianna Rose Falise 
Sarah Anne Farkas 
Zoe Emily Galitz 
Jaclyn Gallo 
Danielle Miranda Garcia 
Melanie Marie Gonzalez 
Alexa Granja 
Melanie Anne Grossman 
Bianca Guerrero 
Katherine T. Harrington 
Annette De Jesus Hernandez 
Benjamin Mason Hillowe 
Alexa Marie Hinnant 
Arianna Kyrene Hoeppner 
Monica Clementine Howard 
Faride Iriarte 
Jessica Jean-Baptiste 
Danilo J. Kacic 
Kathleen Jean Kittredge 
Schafer J. Knoepke 
Alisha Kopecky 
Claire Elizabeth Lachner 
Savannah Lawrence 
Samantha Lennon 
Lindsay Lester 
Jennifer Ashley Lopez 
Sean Maroney 
Naomi Mascharak 
Fabio Mayorga 
Juliette Mercadante 
Kaitlyn H. Oliver 
Victoria Noemi Padin 
Sabrina Pastore 
Morgan Elizabeth Peter 
Ashley Polyak 
Charlotte Price 
Haley Puk 
Sophia Rahman 
Rafael Rodriguez 
Michelle M. Rossi 
Christina Salazar 
Ana D. Sanchez 
Anais Sanchez Rodriguez 
Ana Faye Sandot 
Jamelle Sang 
Jessica Scarpello 
Samantha Leah Schultz 
Kathryn Solomon 
David Stulberger 
Julia Sway 

Natalie Telfeja 
Juliana Thomas 
Lyam Torrens-Dodaj 
Jackie Tran 
Madison Grace Upson 
Tien Q. Van 
Melissa Stephanie Vega 
Juaurin Lourdes Viloria 
Kaitlin Elizabeth Walen 
Alexa Danielle Wolber 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
PUBLIC HEALTH

Degree candidates December 12, 2019

Tracey Agyeiwaa-Piasare (M)
Sara Duque
Luna Fayad
Olivia Katharina Ostermann (M)

Degrees conferred August 9, 2019
         
Lucia Maria Alvarez (C)
Destiny James
Megan Mathew (S)
Shikha Patel
Alexander Edward Vernon
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Congratulations!                                       Welcome to the University of Miami Alumni Association. 

You are now part of our global network of more than 188,600 alumni residing in 

all 50 states and 169 countries around the world! Here is how to stay connected:

JOIN A ’CANES COMMUNITY 
We have 20+ ’Canes Communities across the globe. Connect 
with alumni and friends for Game Watch Parties and more.

COME HOME FOR ALUMNI WEEKEND 
Gather with friends and celebrate at the ’Canes Lounge. It's 
the best place to see the boat-burning and fireworks show.

DOWNLOAD THE UM ALUMNI APP AND GET SOCIAL 
Get the UM Alumni App to stay connected and access your 
digital Alumni Card and exclusive benefits.

NAVIGATE YOUR CAREER
We offer programs, resources, and relationships to help you 
manage your professional success.

SUPPORT YOUR FAVORITE AREA OF THE "U"
Leave a legacy for future ’Canes by visiting us at 
annualgiving.miami.edu to learn more.

1-866-UMALUMS (862-5867) 
alumni@miami.edu 
alumni.miami.edu
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The Great Seal of the University of Miami symbolizes exceptional 
scholarship, a limitless quest for knowledge, and an abiding 
commitment to service shared by University faculty, staff, and students. 
The Great Seal includes a stylized sun and palm tree, as well as a 
shield with the traditional symbols of education—a key, a book, and 
a torch. The key signifies the unlocking, discovery, or re-evaluation of 

learning and knowledge; the book holds the Latin words for discovery, 
preservation, and dissemination of knowledge; and the torch symbolizes 
the spread and dissemination of learning. Below the shield is the 
University’s Latin motto, from the Book of Esdras, Magna Est Veritas: 
Great Is Truth. 

Commencement ProgramThe Great Seal of the University of Miami
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Commencement ProgramThe Mace

The academic mace, an enduring symbol of institutional authority 
and prestige, is a vestige from prehistoric times. First used as a battle 
weapon, the mace evolved into a ceremonial staff carried in processions 
of royalty, magistrates, and church or university officials. 

The University of Miami’s current mace, which dates back to 
1986, was sculpted by former art professor William Ward. He chose 
a contemporary design, one that reflects the University’s timelessness 
and perpetual growth from a young institution to one of national 
prominence. The clean lines and polished silver surface are elegant, 
dignified, and reflective of colors, textures, and forms in the ever-
changing environment. Ward indicated that timelessness is further 
represented by the mace’s geometric design. Rather than employing 
symbols like books, candles, or globes, he noted that “these geometric 
shapes are not tied to fad or style but are an integral part of our world. 

There are obvious relationships to mathematics and the sciences, and  
as the mace is rotated, some of the planes at the top resemble letters.  
Its complexity is like the unfolding plot of a good story.”

The University of Miami’s mace serves as a symbolic weapon 
to protect the ideals of truth, justice, and learning. During the 
commencement ceremony, it is carried at the head of the academic 
procession by the grand marshal, whose symbolic duty is the protection 
of the University, its people, and its processes.

In 2019, staff and faculty in the Department of Theatre Arts 
performed preservation and restoration work on the mace, crafting a 
new base and reviving the original sheen so that, after decades of use, 
the mace continues to play its role in the University’s commencement 
ceremonies.

Commencement ProgramThe University of Miami Presidential Chair

The University of Miami Presidential Chair, or cathedra, takes its place 
on the commencement stage as a symbol of the Office of the President. 
Traditionally representing the seat of learning, the cathedra was designed 
and crafted by master furniture maker Austin Matheson, an adjunct 
professor in the School of Architecture whose family history in South 
Florida predates the University’s 1925 founding.

Matheson carved and joined what appear to be the seamless pieces of 
the chair from a single slab of highly prized and once-abundant Cuban 
mahogany wood. It was salvaged from a tree felled by a hurricane in 
nearby Coconut Grove. The fluidity of his design represents the idea 
that “We Are One U,” while his use of a contemporary style and a few 

traditional flourishes represent the University’s rich past and promising 
future. “The chair is unique. It has no precedent. It stands alone,” 
Matheson said.

Etched by laser, the Great Seal of the University of Miami is 
prominently displayed on the splat, or back, of the chair. More subtly, 
twin silhouettes of an ibis head, with its graceful beak, adorn each side of 
the crest rail. Known for its invincible spirit when hurricanes approach, 
the marsh bird has been the school mascot since the University opened its 
doors, just a month after the hurricane of 1926 devastated Miami. Like 
the chair, the ibis continues to be a symbol of our resilience and renewal 
as we approach our new century.

Commencement ProgramThe University of Miami Presidential Chair
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Commencement ProgramAcademic Honors and Regalia

The ceremonies of commencement immerse us in the rich tradition 
of academic honors and dress that reaches back to the early days of the 
world’s oldest universities.

The University of Miami awards degrees in three basic divisions—the 
doctorate, master’s, and baccalaureate—which can be traced to medieval 
times. The student receiving a “first degree in arts” was crowned with 
a wreath of laurel berries, hence “baccalaureate” and “bachelor.” The 
master’s degree was a license to teach (Licentia docendi), so the “master” 
was an appropriate title. The doctor was even better qualified to teach, for 
this degree required advanced study, independent research, and defense 
of a “thesis.” These standards still apply to the doctorate, except for those 
conferred honoris causa (as honorary degrees) for meritorious service in 
public or private endeavor.

Some degrees are awarded with special recognition. For those who have 
achieved appropriate standards in their work, the words cum laude (with 
praise), magna cum laude (with high praise), and summa cum laude (with 
highest praise) are used. These achievements are recorded on diplomas and 
in official transcripts.

From medieval practice, academic dress has three items: cap, gown, 
and hood. In reviving the use of these items for the United States, an 
intercollegiate commission in 1895 drafted a code that most universities, 
including the University of Miami, follow.

For all degrees, the mortarboard is the traditional cap. The tassel may 
be gold for a doctor or may indicate the field of study.

The bachelor’s gown is black with long, pointed, open sleeves. The 
master’s gown is black with a long, closed sleeve hanging below the elbow. 
The doctor’s gown is black and is distinguished by three bars of velvet on 
a full sleeve.

The academic hood is the identifying symbol of the degree. Its length 
indicates which degree it represents: three feet for the baccalaureate, 
three-and-a-half for the master’s, and four for the doctorate. The lining 
indicates the college or university that awarded the degree. University 
of Miami hoods are lined in orange, green, and white. The color of the 
velvet band represents the academic discipline. The most frequently seen 
colors are white for arts, yellow for science, pink for music, sapphire blue 
for philosophy, purple for law, scarlet for divinity, green for medicine, 
light blue for education, drab for business, orange for engineering, violet 
for architecture, gray for general studies, and apricot for nursing.

President Julio Frenk wears a black robe with four black velvet bars. 
The fourth chevron indicates this is the presidential regalia. The gown 
features orange and green piping as well as a doctoral hood lined in 
orange, green, and white—reflecting the official University of Miami 
school colors.

Commencement ProgramThe President’s  Medal

Established by former President Donna E. Shalala in 2003 and embossed 
with the Great Seal of the University of Miami, the University of Miami 
President’s Medal honors individuals for their outstanding leadership, 
distinguished accomplishment in their fields of expertise, or contributions 
to society. For their extraordinary and enduring commitment to the 
University of Miami’s success, alumni Patti, B.B.A. ’57, and Allan 
Herbert, B.B.A. ’55, M.B.A. ’58, are receiving President’s Medals. The 
Herberts, who met and fell in love as students while earning their degrees 
from the business school, have contributed more than $100 million 

to the University over the past six decades. Their generosity includes 
a landmark investment that will position the business school, recently 
renamed the University of Miami Patti and Allan Herbert Business 
School, as a global leader in the transformation of business education and 
as a home for the learners, scholars, and entrepreneurs who will reshape 
the future of business. The Herberts join an illustrious group of past 
President’s Medal recipients who have championed the University, the 
community, or noble endeavors that have enriched our world.
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Commencement ProgramThe Music of the Ceremony

Great universities throughout the country begin their halftime 
performances with a special fanfare consisting of small portions of 
their school fight songs and alma mater. The fanfare signals the start 
of halftime festivities, exciting the crowd and encouraging loyal fans 
to remain in their seats during the band’s performance. Following 
the Miami Hurricane’s National Championship season in 2001-
2002, David Lambert, D.M.A. ’05, wrote a similar fanfare for the 

University of Miami. “University of Miami Fanfare” was premiered by 
the University of Miami Band of the Hour during the 2004 Miami 
Hurricane home football opener versus Florida State University. It has 
since been performed as a prelude to all Band of the Hour performances 
and has become a part of the University of Miami’s commencement to 
announce the opening of the ceremony.

University of Miami Fanfare

Commencement ceremonies are rich in history, tradition, and ritual. 
Over the years, the University of Miami has had a number of talented 
musicians and composers contribute to that history and tradition. The 
“President’s Processional Fanfare – Toward Our New Century” was 

commissioned by the Phillip and Patricia Frost School of Music for 
the inauguration of the University of Miami's sixth president, Julio 
Frenk. Written by Brian Balmages, M.M. ’00, the fanfare premiered on 
January 29, 2016, at President Frenk’s inauguration ceremony. 

President’s Processional Fanfare

Henry Fillmore, the American composer and bandleader best known 
for his marches, was an ardent supporter, friend, and benefactor of 
the University of Miami band. After retiring to Miami, he quickly 
adopted the Band of the Hour at the University of Miami as his own. 
As a result, he was named “permanent guest conductor” of the band, 
and in appreciation of his dedication, the University awarded Fillmore 
an honorary doctorate in music. Fillmore’s prominence as a band 
composer and his tireless dedication to the field of music remain his 

legacy. Benefiting most from his musical passion and artistry was the 
University of Miami band, to which he bequeathed most of his estate. 
The Henry Fillmore Band Hall, dedicated in 1959 along with the 
Fillmore Museum, is a symbol of that legacy.

The recessional music today is but a small part of his life’s work. 
Each selection has a unique relationship to Miami and the University. 
“The Miami March” was dedicated to the community of Greater 
Miami, which enthusiastically supported Fillmore and his music.

The Music of Henry Fillmore
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Commencement ProgramAlma Mater

William S. Lampe and Christine Asdurian
Arranged by Henry Fillmore

Southern suns and sky blue water

Smile upon you Alma Mater

Mistress of this fruitful land

With all knowledge at your hand

Always just, to honor true

All our love we pledge to you

Alma Mater

Stand forever

On Biscayne’s wondrous shore.



School of Architecture
Jorge M. Perez Architecture Center 
 Irvin Korach Gallery
 December 12, 2019 • 12–1 p.m.

College of Arts and Sciences
Cox Science Building Portico
 December 12, 2019 • 12 p.m.
  
Miami Herbert Business School
Undergraduate Degree Recipients
James W. McLamore Executive  

Education Center, 3rd floor
 December 12, 2019 • 12:30 p.m.

School of Communication
Frances L. Wolfson Building Courtyard
 December 12, 2019 • 12–2 p.m.

School of Education  
and Human Development
Solomon G. Merrick Building Breezeway
 George Feldenkreis Fountain
 December 12, 2019 • 12–2:30 p.m.

College of Engineering
McArthur Engineering Building
 December 12, 2019 • 12 p.m.

School of Law 
Hilarie Bass Bricks
 December 12, 2019 • 4–5:30 p.m.
 
Frost School of Music
Shalala Student Center
 Activities Room 
 December 12, 2019 • 12–2 p.m.

School of Nursing and Health Studies
Shalala Student Center
 Grand Ballroom 
 December 11, 2019 • 5 p.m.

Division of Continuing and 
International Education
Newman Alumni Center
 Tower Room, 4th floor
 December 4, 2019 • 6–8 p.m.

UOnline
Shalala Student Center
 Activities Room 
 December 11, 2019 • 3–5 p.m. 

Graduate School
Doctoral Degree Candidates  

Hooding Rehearsal and Reception 
 Watsco Center, Hurricane 100 Room
 December 11, 2019 • 4–6 p.m.

Rosenstiel School of Marine 
and Atmospheric Science
4600 Rickenbacker Causeway 

Miami, FL 33149

Undergraduate Degree Recipients
Rosenstiel Commons 

December 11, 2019 • 3:30–5 p.m.

Graduate Degree Recipients
Rosenstiel Auditorium 

December 13, 2019 • 10:30 a.m.

Reception and Parking Information
The fall commencement ceremonies will be held on Thursday, December 12, 2019, in the Watsco Center on the Coral Gables campus. Free 
parking is conveniently located adjacent to the Watsco Center and at Pavia and Merrick Garages with shuttle service to the Watsco Center. 
Guests attending receptions also may park in the red lots. Special needs parking is available at the Watsco Center in the blue lots. No parking 
passes are required for any commencement guests. No handicap passes are required for special needs parking. Parking at Ponce Garage is strictly 
reserved for patients of The Lennar Foundation Medical Center. 

Receptions will be held at the following locations on the designated dates and times: 

Stop by the U Statue at the Rock on Thursday, December 12, between 12:30 and 4:30 p.m. for a complimentary photo.
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